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gg-In this “documentary season’’ we are deprived 
of all control over the selections for our sheet—for 
the papers which emanate from the government 
are generally of current interest and must be 

romptly inserted without regard to miscellaneous 
articles claiming our attention—of which a large 
number are on file. Of this current character are 
the reports of the secretary of the treasury and 
navy, both of which are published in this number— 
the former of which will be read with increased in- 
terest in connection with the letter of Mr. Bid- 
die upon the manner in which the secretary has 
executed the law for the distribution of the surplus 
revenue, &c. inserted in page 243. 

DESTRUCTION OF THE GENERAL POST OFFICE, 
PATENT OFFICE AND THE CITY POST OFFICE!!! 
It is our painful duty to state that the general post 
office, the patent office and the city post office were 
entirely consumed by fire on Thursday morniug 
jast. The particulars ,of this distressing calamity 
are detailed in the account from the “Intelligencer” 
of yesterday morning inserted in a subsequent page, 
and must excite the most painful emotions in the 
public mind—for the loss sustained cannot be re- 
paired and will be severely felt by individuals—es- 

ecially from the destruction of the patent office, 
t which the frutts of the genius of our country- 
men, that have been accumulating for nearly half a 
ceutury, have been reduced to ashes. Inthe present 
confused state of the affairs of the general post office 
department, the real extent of the loss it has sustain- 
ei cannot be ascertained—but it is said that all the 
books, contracts, &c. have been saved. All the 
letters, mails and money of the city post office 
were, however, destroyed—Fortunately the large 
mails had been sent off before the fire broke out 
and escaped the general destruction, but all the let- 
ters received on the evening previous for delivery 
in the city, were destroyed. 

The origin of this disaster is still shrouded in 
mystery, but, as will be seen by an abstract of the 
proceedings, is to undergo an investigation by con- 
gress. There are some things, however, in connec- 
tion with it, apparent from the accounts before us, 
that call for the indignant censure of the country— 
we mean the criminal tardiness in spreading the 
alarm and the slothful efforts to repress the flames 
and rescue the public’property—For it appears that 
nearly half an hour!!! elapsed before the alarm bells 
were rungz,and more than that time before an engine 
ora bucket of water could be commanded. With 
the same difficulties in procuring water that the 
Washington firemen had to contend with, the Bal- 
timore firemen could have drawn their engines three 
miles through the mud, not on McAdamised roads 
as smooth as a bowling green, and placed them in 
active operation. 

One benefit will result from this conflagration.— 
It will ensure the erection of permanent fire proof 
buildings for all the public offices, and no longer 
place the public records and archives in jeopardy 
from a similar disaster. The new building for the 
treasury department, in lieu of the old one destroy- 
edin 1833, is, as far as it has progressed, built in 
the most substantial manner, and will be complete- 
ly fire proof. According to the Alexandria Gazette 
the foundation for the entire extent of the build- 
ing, which 1s 460 feet in length, including the wes- 
tern projection, is laid. The front range of the 
rooms is brought up to the springing line of the 
groin arches, several of which are turned, and laid 
in hydraulic cement; and the cut granite, facing on 
the west front, made up as high as the window seats. 
A large quantity of materials, granite, freestone, 
cut and in the rough, brick, lime and mortar, is col- 
lected on the spot, and roomy shops are provided for 
the workmen to cut and dress the stone during the 
Winter, so that no time may be lost in progressing 
with the building in due season. 

The foundation for the new patent office, intend- 
ed forthe reception of the models, &c. which are 
how aheap of ruins, is also laid, and the granite 
facings on both fronts, built up to the basement 
Story. The building will be 270 feet in len¢th and 
69 feet deep, and like the building intended for the 
treasury departinent, will be fire proof. Both fronts 
are faced with split granite laid in regular courses 
With dressed joints. The material of which the 


body of the building will be composed has not been 





EDITED, PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, BY WILLIAM OGDEN NILES, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 








which are exactly those of the Parthenon, at Athens, 
will involve a large portion of the whole expense. 

From Frortpa. We have before usa highly 
interesting detail of the movements of that portion 
of the army under the command of gen. Call and 
the recent victories achieved over the Indians, 
which we are compelled, in consequence of the 
large space occupied by congressional documents, 
to defer until next week. According to the ac- 
count, our army was in high spirits, and, the ene- 
my, weakened and dispirited, flying in a direction 
that would bring them in contact with gen. Jesup 
in a section of country in which their destruction 
will be inevitable. In the battle near the Wahoo 
swamp, we regret to state that maj. Moniac, a gal- 
lant officer of the Tennessee volunteers, was killed 
while crossing acreek when in pursuit of the enemy. 
Gen. Call’s army, at the last accounts, was at Vo- 
lusia and amply supplied with provisions. 





PRESIDENTIAL. We continue our record of the 
official statements of the popular vote in each state 
and the votes of the colleges. It will be some time 
before complete returns can be received from all 
the states, but the vote for president will stand as 
follows: 


& ~ ° = 
= S a 
States. & 2 s = S 
= ™ = S = 
8 8 ' ' 8 
ee = = 
Maine, ‘ ‘ 10 0 0 0 0 
New Hampshire 7 0 0 0 0 
Massachusetts, 0 6 0 14 0 
Rhode Island, . 4 y) 0 0 0 
Connecticut, a Y) () i) 0 
Vermont, . : 0 6 0 0 0 
New York, . - 42 0 0 0 1 
New Jersey, . 0) 8 0 0) (} 
Pennsylvania, . 30 0 0) 0 0) 
Delaware, , 0 3 0 0 0 
Maryland, . ow 10 0) 0 0 
Virginia, . ‘ yi 0 0 0 0 
North Carolina, 15 0 0 0 0 
South Carolina, . 9 0) 0 0 1} 
Georgia, . ‘ 0 0 Il 0 0 
Tennessee, ‘ 0 0 14 0) 0 
Kentucky, . if 15 0 0 0 
Ohio, , ‘ 0 21 0) 0 0 
Indiana, ; re 9 0 0 0 
Mississippi, 4 0 0 0 0 
Alabama, 7 0 0 0 0 
Louisiana, 5 0 0 0 0 
Illinois, 5 0 0 3) 0 
Missouri, 4 0 0 0 0 
Arkansas, 3 0 0 0 0 


167 72 25 I4 
We cannot, from the returns before us, give a 
correct list of the votes cast for the vice president. 


SENATORFROM Maine. The hon. Judah Dana, 
of Fryeburg, has been appointed by the governor 
and council, senator in congress from Maine, to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. 
Shepley. 


one 
ee 








PENNSYEVANIA SENATOR. James Buchanan, esq. 
was on Tuesday last, re-elected a senator from 
Pennsylvania for six years from the 3d of March 
next. For Buchanan 85, C. B. Penrose 21. T. W. 
T. McKennon 24. 

It appears that according to a law of the state 
passed in 1802, each house should have given the 
other at least two days notice on or before Saturday 
last, of the persons nominated as senators and ap- 
pointed tellers. On Saturday morning the senate 
met at the usual hour, and made the nominations; 
before the clerk could reach the chamber of the 
house of representatives, that house had adjourned, 
on the motion of Mr. 8. F. Reed, so that the notice 
required by law was not received. On Monday com- 
mittees of conference were appointed by both 
bodies, and on Tuesday a bill was passed and sign- 
ed by the governor which removed the difficulty, 
and Mr. Buchanan was elected, as above stated. 


VirGInia senator. Richard E. Parker, of the 
county of Clarke, and jndge of the general court of 








decided on—but the portico, the proportions of 


Vor LI Sire. 16, 


Virginia, was, on Monday last, elected by the legisla- 


——__—__— 


ture a senator of the United States, to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Leigh. 
[The vote was, for judge Parker 78, for John Ty- 
ler 23, for John M. Patton 15 votes.] 

_ Mr. Leigh’s letter to the acting governor, on re- 
signing his seat, and the proceedings upon it in the 
legislature, are inserted in page 243. 

SouTH CAROLINA SENATE. William C. Pres- 
ton, esq. has been re-elected a senator from South 
Carolina for 4 years from the 3d of March next— 
for Mr. Preston 125 votes—scattering 8. 

SECRETARY OF THE SENATE. It will be seen by 
the proceedings of the senate, that Asbury Dickens, 
esq. has been elected secretary of the senate of the 
United States in place of Mr. Lowrie resigned. Mr. 
Dickens is well qualified for the office, being a gen- 
tleman of fine talents who has had considerable ex- 
perience in public duties. He was for many years 
chief clerk of the treasury department, and during 
that period frequently acted as secretary—and for 
the last three years has discharged the duties of 
chief clerk of the department ofstate, and occasion- 
ally acted as head of that bureau. 

THE NEW DOLLAR. It gives us pleasure to an- 
nounce—says the Washington Globe of yesterday 
morning—that the one dollar of our own mint is 
soon to make its appearance. The face of the coin 
represents a full length figure of Liberty, seated on 





a rock, with the classic emblem of the pileus or 
\liberty-cap surmounting a spear held in the left 
) hand. The right hand rests on the American shield. 
‘with its thirteen stripes, crossed by a scroll, on 
| which is the word liberty. . The reverse represents 
| the American eagle, on the wing, drawn accurately 
| from nature; all the heraldic appendages of the old 
/coin being discarded. Over the field are placed ir- 
| regularly twenty-six stars; the entrance of Michigan 
into the union, having been, it seems, anticipated. 

The design of the face of the coin was drawn by 
| Mr. Sully, and that of the reverse by Mr. Titian 
| Peale; both under instructions from the director of 
the mint. The dies were executed by Mr. Go- 
brecht, one of the engravers of the mint. 

This emission of dollars is the first coined at the 
mint since the year 1805. It is intended to adopt 
'the same design i the other coins, as soon as it is 
practicable to do so. 





AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. We learn 
from the “Intelligencer” that the twentieth annual 
meeting of this society was held at Washington 
city in the hall of the house of representatives at 
the capitol on Tuesday evening last, at 5 o’clock, 
Henry Clay, of Ky. senior vice president of the so- 
‘ciety, in the chair. Though the weather was ex- 
tremely inclement, alarge and respectable audience 
attended. The meeting was opened by prayer from 
the rev. Dr. Proudfit, of New York; after which, 
the annual report of the board of managers was 
read by the rev. Mr. Gurley, secretary of the so- 
ciety. Itis a document of considerable length, and 
presents a most encouraging view of the progress 
and prospects of the society. The increased favor 
which it showed the cause to have received during 
the past year in several southern and south western 
states cannot fail to animate the hopes and opera- 
tions of itsfriends. Interesting addresses were de- 
livered by several gentlemen, when the society ad- 
journed to meet on the following evening at the 
first Presbyterian church. 





Nava. A letter dated on board the United 
States frigate United States, Athens, August 24, 
communicates the following intelligence—The Con- 
stitution, Potomac, United States and John Adams 
are now here. The Shark has been ordered up the 
Adriatic. The squadron all sail to-day—the Po- 
tomac home, by the coast of Africa and Brazil— 
the Constitution, United States and John Adams for 
the coast of Syria. Our first lieutenant, J. H. 
Smith, returns home in the Potomac, in conse- 
quence of ill health. Lieutenant H. H. Rhodes has 
been transferred to the Constitution; lieutenant W. 
D. Porter to the John Adams; lieutenant J. A. 
Davis is attached to this ship. The fleet surgeon, 
Dr. Boyd, has been relieved by Dr. B. Washington, 
The sqnadron will return by the way of Tunis to 
Mahon, in November, to winter quarters. 
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Banxs iN Massacnuserts. The secretary of 
state has prepared an abstract of the returns of the 
banks of this commonwealth, showing their condi- 
tion on the first Saturday of September last. The 
foilowing is the aggregate of some of the principal 
items in the statement: 





Capital stock paid in, $34,478,110 
Paid in since September 3, 2,811,475 
Present capital of 130 banks, 37,289,585 
Bills in circulation, 10,892,249 


Cash deposited not on interest, 8,784,516 
Cash deposited on interest, 6,477,928 
Balances due to other banks, 5,063,886 
Due from the banks, 67,713,979 
Gold, silver and other coins, 1,455,230 
Bills of banks in the states, 3,088,964 


Bills of banks elsewhere, 

Ealances due from other banks, 

Due to the banks, except balances, 
Total resources, 

Amount of preceding semi-annual divi- 


389,888 
5,126,900 
56,643,171 
67,810,675 


dend, 1,044,550 
Amount of reserved profits, 1,175,631 
Debts secured by pledge of stock, 1,298,744 
Debts due, considered doubtful, 335,974 


Average rate of semi-annual dividend, 3 3-7 per ct. 
There are thirteen other banks incorporated 
which have not commenced operations, the capital 
of which, with the unpaid balance of the capital of 
other banks, amounts to $3,540,415, making the au- 
thorised amount of bank capital $40,830,000. 





SLAVERY AND THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
The synod of the Presbyterian church for South 
Carolina and Georgia, has passed resolutions en- 
joining the southern delegates to the general assem- 

ly of the Presbyterian church, to disavow all right 
of legislation or discussion on this subject whatever; 
to refuse to mingle in any act, by vote or speech, 
which involves even the discussion of this subject, 
and requiring them to withdraw from the general as- 
sembly and come home, upon any attempt by that 
body to legislate or discuss this subject at all; with 
the single exception of the simple disclaimer of that 
body to interfere in any way with it. 





Sourn Caro.ina. From the following report of 
the committee on federal relations in the South Ca- 
rolina legislature, it will be seen that the governor’s 
opinions in relation to the Mexican and Texain ques- 
tion, have been promptly seconded by that commit- 
tee—and will no doubt, be sanctioned by a vote of 
the legislature. 

The committee on federal relations beg leave to re- 
port on so much of the governor’s message re- 
ferred to them as relates to Texas. 

The committee fully agree with his excellency 
on the propriety and sound policy of the govern- 
ment of the United States maintaining a strict neu- 
trality with all foreign nations, and especially with 
Mexico in her contest with Texas; and that we are 
the last people who should set an example of im- 
pertinent interference with the internal concerns of 
other states. No people can leng be safe from 
foreign combinations if they themselves are the 
first to violate the laws of nations, to gratify, on 
the part of their citizens, a rapacity for gain, ina 
case where they suppose their superior strength 
enables them to take advantage of the feebleness of 
others. If that justice which should always be 
maintained between civilized states is once aban- 
doned, and the rule of expediency established in 
its place, the weaker states of the world cannot 
hope long to sustain their liberties, but must, sooner 
or later, falla prey to the predatory spirit of a fo- 
reign people, or to the ambition of neighboring 
tyrants. 

Your committee cannot but look upon a war, at 
this time, between the United States and Mexico 
as a calamity greatly to be deprecated, for more 
reasons than it is now necessary to announce; and 
solemnly protest against any violation of that neu- 
trality which our government professes towards that 
state. South Carolina connot consent, undera sup- 
posed idea of self-interest, to violate the sanctity 
of the law of nations, or that neutrality which 
should always be guarded by the United States 
towards a foreign nation engaged in an internal 
struggle. Under the present circumstances, to ac- 
knowledge the independence of Texas and receive 
her into this union, could be no less than a declara- 
tion of war against Mexico, and of doubtful policy 
to the older slaveholding states. It is not for this 
legislature to determine at what crisis it may be- 
come proper on the part of the United States to ac- 
knowledge the independence of Texas; and, should 
it ever arrive, your committee trust the councils 
of the nation will be governed by strict justice and 
the soundest policy, and that she will pursue that 
course which she has hitherto observed towards 


other nations, and no other, and that she will not be 
seduced from the exercise of her sound judgment, 
through sympathy for others, though justly deserv- 
ed. . J. McCorp, chairman. 





DISASTROUS CONFLAGRATION. 

From the National Intelligencer of yesterday. 
THE GENERAL POST OFFICE AND PATENT OF- 
FICE IN, ASHES. 

It is with no ordinary regret that we perform the 
duty of announcing the destruction, by fire, of the 
building in the central part of this city, which has 
for many years been occupied by the general post 
office, the patent office, and the city post office, 
with an important part of the contents of those 
—? including the entire contents of the two 
atter. 

This calamity, great as it is, has long been feared 
by those old residents of Washington who knew 
the combustible nature of the building, (the floors 
being all of wood, and some of them not even coun- 
ter-sealed), and the custom of stowing fuel, not only 
coal but wood, in the vaults underneath the first 
floor. The calamity has come at last, and affords 
the second demonstration, within four years, of the 
utter absurdity and improvidence ot the structures 
to which the public archives, records and govern- 
ment accounts have been hitherto for the most part 
confided. 

The first alarm of fire was given by Mr. Crown, 
a messenger, who usually sleeps in the room con- 
nected with the city post office (the postmaster’s 
own room). The clerks had been at work, assort- 
ing the mails, until half past two o’clock, when one 
of the persons belonging to the office (Mr. Lans- 
dale) passed out of the east door, and along the 
whole front of the building, without discovering any- 
thing to give rise toasuspicion of danger. Not 
long after three o’clock, Mr. Crown was roused 
from a light slumber by the smell of smoke. Open- 
ing the door of the city post office, he perceived a 
dense smoke, without any visible appearance of 
fire. He gave the alarm instantly, first rousing Mr. 
Cox, one of the clerks, who slept in a back room 
adjoining the post office, and who, coming out of 
the door of his room, passed along the whole of the 
long room with difficulty, through the smoke, hear- 
ing the fire crackling, but being able to see nothing. 
The watchmen in the body of the building, some 
distance from the city post office, had perceived no- 
thing of the smoke, until they, also, were alarmed 
by Mr. Crown. 

The hour of the night when all this took place 
being one at which the whole world is buried in 
the deepest sleep, it was found almost impossible 
to spread the alarm of fire. One of the church 
bells began to ring. but the ringer, not seeing any 
flame, ceased ringing almost as soon as he began, 
and it was a full half hour before the alarm bells 
were rung, and more than that time before an en- 
sine ora bucket of water could be commanded.— 
As it was, the fire had its own way, and was at last 
seen in the vault or cellar immediately under the de- 
livery window of the city post office; followed short- 
ly afterwards by flames from the windows of the 
latter, and, within five minutes afterwards, by flames 
from the roof, the fire having crept up along the 
stair cases or partitions to the top of the building 
before it broke out below. 

From the moment of the flames bursting out 
from the lower windows, it was obvious that all 
hope of saving the building was in vain. In little 
more than an hour the whole interior of the build- 
ing and its contents were destroyed. 

The books of the general post office were all, or 
nearly all, saved, exertions having been made for 
their safety from nearly the first moment of the 
alarm; but a mass of papers, &c. belonging to the 
office were destroyed. Not any thing was saved 
from the patent office or the city post office, the vo- 
lume of the smoke preventing any body from pene- 
trating the latter, so as to save any thing. 

As to the origin of the fire, it is impossible to 
say any thing, for nothing seems to be known of it, 
except that it was in a cellar or vault, in which 
pine wood and coal were stowed, all which were 
probably in a state of ignition before the fire dis- 
closed itself to the eye. We the more willingly 
forbear any conjecture as to the cause of the fire, 
since both houses of congress have taken steps, 
through committees, to investigate it, and in one 
house with power to send for persons and papers. 

Most fortunately, the night was calm and compa- 
rative serene, or the destruction of private proper- 
ty would have been inevitable and great. Had it 
occurred on the night previous, when the wind 
blew almost a hurricane, several squares of valua- 
ble buildings must have been destroyed. The 
means of the city for extinguishing fires are wholly 





inadequate to the value of the Property at stake, 
and the sources for the supply of water for the en- 


= 


—— 
gines are limited in their extent, as well as preca. 
rious. We trust that the lesson we have just ro. 
ceived will not be lost on those who have it in thej, 
power to apply the remedy. 

Of all the amount of loss of papers and propert 
sustained by this disaster, that which is most to M4 
regretted (because irreparable) is that of the whol. 
of the great repository of models of machines in th, 
patent office. The mouldering ashes now only jp. 
main of that collected evidence of the penetratioy 
ingenuity and enterprise which peculiarly distin: 
guish the descendants of Europe in the wester 
world. 

THE CITY PosT OFFICE. We have mentioned 
in the preceding article the destruction of all the 
contents of the city post office. All the mails of 
the night and morning (including letters received 
by other mails for distribution by those mails), ex. 
cept the Warrenton (Va.) and Port Tobacco ( Md.) 
mails, had been sent off before the fire occurred. 
All the mails received the sae evening and 
in the night for delivery at this place were destroy. 
ed, including, of course, all the letters for members 
of congress, different. officers of the pprrorament 
(and editors). The transmission of mails from this 
place, will not, we understand, be for a moment in. 
terrupted by this catastrophe. 

§G-The city post office is reopened for the pre. 
sent in the lower story of Mr. Seaver’s brick house, 
on 7th street, a few doors above the office of the 
National Intelligencer. 

OFFICIAL. 
Treasury department, Dec. 15, 1836. 

Notice is hereby given, that all the letters and 
papers, of every kind, directed to this department, 
or any of its bureaus, and which arrived in this city 
on the evening of yesterday, through the mails, 
were destroyed this morning by the burning of tle 
post office; and it is requested that duplicates of 
such as the parties suppose material and likely io 
have reached here last evening may be immediately 
forwarded. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


ENGINEER ORDER, NO. 5. 
Engineer department, Washington, Dec. 15, 1836. 
In consequence of the destruction of the post 
office last night by fire, itis probable many con- 
munications addressed to this department may have 
shared the same fate. In order, therefore, to re- 
medy the latter evil, the officers and agents of the 
department are hereby required to transmit, without 
delay, duplicates of such letters and other papers 
the receipt of which remain unacknowledged. 
C. GRATIOT, chtef engineer. 





PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The seven electoral votes of this state have been 
given for Martin Van Buren for president and 
Richard M. Johnson for vice president. 

MASSACHUSETTS. ? 

The fourteen votes of this state were cast {or 
Daniel Webster for president, and Francis Granger 
for vice president. 

The following letter from Mr. Webster to the 
honorable Nathaniel Silsbee, was laid before the 
electors before the vote was given. 

Boston, Nov. 15, 1836. 

My pear sir: It appears highly probable thet 
the election of yesterday has terminated in the 
choice of yourself, and the other gentlemen on the 
same list, as electors of president and vice president 
of the United States, in behalf of the state of Mas- 
sachusetts. This result, the relation in which I have 
stood to the people of the commonwealth dunug 
the contest, and events which have transpired, 0! 
are anticipated, in other states, have rendered it pro 
ver, in my judgment, that I should address you this 
letter, to be laid before the electors when they shill 
assemble. 

My purpose is to sar, that, in the discharge of 
their high and most interesting trust, it is my 4" 
nest wish that they should act with entire freedom 
from all considerations merely personal to mysell: 
and that they should give the vote of the state}! 
the manner they think most likely to be useful, " 
supporting the constitution and laws of the country, 
the union of the states, the perpetuity of our repub- 
lican institutions, and the important interests of the 
whole country; and in maintaining the character 0 
Massachusetts for integrity, honor, national patriot 
ism, and fidelity to the constitution. 

I am, dear sir, with sentiments of the truest e> 
teem, your friend and obedient servant, 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

Hon, N. Silsbee. ; 

[The New York Commercial Advertiser says— 





It is understood that Mr. Webster wrote the jetter 
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inserted, in the expectation, under the then 
orerammatances of the case, that the vote of Massa- 
chusetts might be of importance in deciding the 
election against the Baltimore nominee, and in fa- 
yor of general Harrison. Had the returns continu- 
ed so favorable as to have warranted such an expec- 
tation to the end, it was clearly Mr. Webster’s de- 
sire that the vote should be cast for general Har- 
rison. } 

NEW YORK. 

The electoral vote of this state was cast for Mar- 
tin Van Buren as president, and Richard M. John- 
son as Vice president. 

NEW JERSEY. 

The electors of this state, eight in number, voted 
unanimously for William H. Harrison as president, 
and Francis Granger as vice president. 

VIRGINIA. 

The twenty-three votes of this state were given 

for Martin Van Buren, of New York, for president 


and William Smith, of Alabama, for vice president. 
_ Six members of the college did not appear, whose 
) places were supplied by the general assembly. 


NORTH CAROLINA-——OFFICIAL. 








Van Buren. Whig. 

Anson 299 689 
Ashe 343 297 
Beaufort 180 616 
Bertie 442 312 
Bladen 263 195 
Brunswick 88 123 
Buncombe 350 724 
Burke 332 744 
Cabarrus 231 440 
Camden 88 157 
Carteret 152 123 
Caswell 1,055 107 
Chatham 599 718 
Chowan 140 203 
Columbus 159 112 
Craven 323 187 
Cumberland G67 418 
Currituck 424 33 
Davidson 109 593 
Daplin 682 197 
Edgecomb 1,175 90 
Franklin 554 233 
(rates 281 103 
Granville 494 664 
Greene 1758 143 
Guilford 335 758 
Halifax 330 495 
Haywood 205 136 
Hertford 214 253 
Hyde 74 169 
Tredel] 337 772 
Johnston 4458 306 
Jones 90 155 
Lenoir 281 172 
Lincoln 1,386 591 
Macon 288 [82 
Martin 559 179 
Mecklenburg 9385 712 
Montgomery 106 644 
Moore 493 181 
Nash 43] 95 
New Hanover 735 150 
Northampton 183 259 
Onslow 445 140 
Orange 1,103 905 
Pasquotank 155 200 
Perquimons 50 166 
Person 507 160 
Pitt 368 377 
Randolph 180 349 
Richmond 57 438 
Robeson 472 293 
Rockingham S60 223 
Rowan 108 L131 
Rutherford 449 929 
Sampson 559 297 
Stokes 978 684 
Surry 865 617 
Tyrell 35 189 
Wake 813 665 
Warren 662 86 
Washington 48 193 
Wayne 55] 162 
Wilkes 209 744 
Yancey 267 138 

26,910 23,626 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
On the 6th inst. the house of representatives pass- 


} . ° 
eu the following resolution: 


“Resolved, That the electors of president and 
vice president be instructed not to vote for MarTINn 
YAN Buren, Huca L. Waite, or W. H. Harrt- 
80N, and to vote for Jounn Tyver, of Virginia, for 
vice president.” 





| 
' 
} 
| 
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} 
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| 


| 
| 
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Afterwards, the following resolution was adopted | 


by both branches of the legislature: | 

«Resolved, That the electors on the part of this | 
state for president and vice president, be instructed | 
to vote for Willie P. Mangum, of North Carolina, 
for president, and John Tyler of Virginia, for vice 
president.” 

The electors are D. J. D. McCord, Thomas F. 
Jones, B. K. Hennegan, John Maxwell, T. L. Gour- 
din, Thomas Dugan, John Littlejohn, John Framp- 
ton, Patrick Noble, R. H. Goodwyn, B. T. Elmore. 

OHIO. 

We have the State Journal of the 6th inst. In 
a postscript we learn that the Ohio electors were all 
present but col. R. Safford, of the 6th congressional 
district; his place was supplied by the college elect- 
ing col. Andrew Donally of the state senate. The 
21 votes were then given to general Harrison and 
Francis Granger. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Returns from all the counties in this state but ten, 
give a majority of 340 votes for electoral ticket fa- 
vorable to Van Buren and Johnson.—The remain- 
ing counties will, it is said, increase that majority a 
few hundreds. 





RESIGNATION OF MR. LEIGH. 


In the house of delegates of Virginia, on Tuesday | 


the 6th inst. the speaker presented a communica- 
tion from the acting governor enclosing the follow- 
ing letter from Benjamin Watkins Leigh, esq. re- 
signing his office as a senator of the United States. 
Richmond, December 5th, 1836. 

Str: In the letter I addressed to the speakers of 
the two houses of the general assembly, under date 
of the 2d March last, I announced my purpose to 
resign my office of senator of the U. States at the 
commencement of the present session; and I now 
hereby resign the office. 

I should have confined this letter to the single 
purpose of making this resignation, if the obliga- 
tions of truth and candor, the care I owe to my own 
reputation, and, in my sense of things, my duty to 
my country and its institutions, did not impose upon 
me the necessity of correcting some misapprehen- 
sions, which I have discovered to exist, us to my 
motives for resigning. 

I shall, therefore, avail myself of this opportunity 
to declare,in the most implicit and solemn manner, 
what I thought I had intimated very distinctly in my 
letter of the 2d March, above referred to, that my 
sole reason and motive for resigning my seat in the 
senate, consist in the imperious necessity I am un- 


Mr. Moore had hoped that one session at least, 
would have been devoted to the business of the peo- 
ple, without the introduction of exciting debates on 
federal relations. He hoped the motion of the gen- 
tleman would not be adopted, as it would lead to 
unnecessary and tedious discussion, in which, per- 
haps, many members might feel themselves impel- 
led to engage. He, for one, should do so, and sus- 
tain the grounds assumed by Mr. Leigh. 

The motion being modified, so as to take the 
question upon a reference of the Jetter to a select 
committee, it prevailed by a vote of 68 to 48, and 
ey following committee was announced by the 
chair: 

Messrs. Watkins, Moore, Garland, Hooe, Miller 
Hill, Robinson, Chapman, Newman, Woolfolk,» 
Bayly of A. and Crutchfield. 





THE STATE OF THE CURRENCY—LET- 
TER FROM MR. BIDDLE. 
From the National Gazeite of the 10th inst. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 11, 1836. 

My pEAR str: I proceed to the second subject 
of our conversation—the present state of the cur- 
rency—which I shall treat dispassionately, as an ab- 
stract question of mere finance. 

Our pecuniary condition seems to be a strange 
anomaly. When congress adjourned, it left the 
country with abundant crops and high prices for 
them—with every branch of industry flourishing— 
with more specie than we ever possessed before— 
with all the elements of universal prosperity. Not 
one of these has undergone the slightest change, yet 
alter afew months congress will reassemble and find 
the whole country suffering intense pecuniary dis- 
tress. The occasion of this, and the remedy for it, 
may well occupy our thoughts. 

In my judgment, the main cause of it is the mis- 
management of the revenue—mismanagement in 
two respects: the mode of executing the distribu- 
tion law, and the order requiring specie for the pub- 
lic lands. 
| Ist. The distribution law. 
|, In July 1836, congress declared that the surplus 
in the treasury on the 1st of January, 1837, should 
| be divided among the states. That it might be done 
| as gently as possible, the payments were to be made, 
‘not at once on the Istof January, but quarterly 
| throughout the whole year 1837; and as the agere- 
| gate sum to be distributed is from thirty-six to forty 
| millions, we may assume the first payment in Ja- 
_nuary to be about nine millions. To prepare for this, 


| the treasury has had in hand forty or fifty millions 





‘der of giving my whole attention to my private |—it would receive in the course of the operation 
‘alfairs, or rather in my sense of the duty which I| thirty or forty millions of revenue more—and as 


| 





| 





in society. I could not retain my seat in the se- 
nate if I would; and I must ask leave to say further, 
that so far fiom being in the slightest degree in- 
fluenced to resign by the instructions which the 


‘general assembly gave me at its last session, and 


the resolution it thought proper to adopt, that I 


was bound to obey these instructions or resign—so | 


far, too, from being moved by any apprehension of 
the censure of the general assembly, or even of any 
public odium I might incur by retaining my office, 
I placed my whole hope of the lasting approbation 
of my country upon my resistance to the principles 
and doctrines as novel in my opinion, as they are 


erroneous and dangerous, tending to an entire sub- | 


version of the constitution of the senate, to an al- 
teration of the whole frame of the federal govern- 
ment, and to the destruction of all the balances 
wisely provided by the constitution, as well in re- 
spect to the relations of the several departments of 
the government towards each other, as the relations 
of the whole towards the state government. 

I request you to communicate this letter to the 
general assembly. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with all respect, 

B. W. LEIGH. 


Virginia. 

Mr. Watkins moved to lay the communication on 
the table, with a view to its reference to a select 
committee. . 

Mr. W. remarked, that he might not have cor- 
rectly understood Mr. Leigh, but if he did, he 


thought the letter ought to undergo the scrutiny of 
| the house, making, as he thought it did, an attack 
| upon the vital principles of this government, if so it 





might be necessary to review those principles, and 
again assert them. No public servant should be 
permitted to disregard them, without a rebuke 
from the general assembly. Mr. W’s apprehen- 
sions as to the assumptions of the letter, might not 
be just, but, if they were, it was due to the right 
of instruction to shew that no public servant could 
defy it, without being taught that he would be 
withered and must cower before the voice of the 


| people. 


| 
To the hon. Wyndham Robertson, lieut. governor of | 


‘owe to my family, and to all my personal relations| there was probably money in every state, and pay- 


ments to make in every state, the operation was so 
| simple and easy that it ought not to have occasioned 
| the slightest pressure either on public or private in- 
_terests; and the whole might have been accomplish- 
‘ed without any derangement of trade and without 
‘the movement of a single dollar in specie. That 
‘this not only could be done but has actually been 
done, you will find in the public documents of 
1829. 

In that year the new administration of Mr. Jack- 
son, anxious to appropriate every disposable dollar of 
the revenue to the reduction of the public debt, 
sought and obtained the aid of the bank of the U.S. 
Notice was accordingly given on the 31st of March, 
| 1829, that on the Ist of July, the debt and interest, 
amounting to $8,715,462 87 would be paid. At 
the period of the notice, the whole available means 
of the treasury were only six millions, scattered 
throughout the United States, and these, with the 
accruing revenue in the interval, were, at a notice 
of ninety days, to be collected, to pay nearly nine 
millions. So closely was the government pressed, 
that after paying these sums, the actual balance in 
the treasury throughout the whole United States, 
was reduced to $164,365 04, The bank however 
undertook the arrangement, with what success may 
be seen in the following part of the message of Mr. 
Jackson to congress in December 1829. «The pay- 
ment on account of the public debt, made on the 
Ist of July last was $8,715,462 87. It was appre- 
hended that the sudden withdrawal of so large a sum 
from the banks in which it was deposited, at a time 
of unusual pressure in the money market, might cause 
much injury to the interests dependent on bank: accom- 
modations. But this evil was wholly averted by an 
early anticipation of it at the treasury, aided by the 
judicious arrangement of the officers of the bank of 
the United States.” The respective shares of the 
bank and the treasury may be conjectured from the 
secretary’s letter of the 11th July 1829, in which 
he takes occasion to express “the great satisfaction 
of the treasury department in the preparation for 
the heavy payment of the public debt on the Ist 
instant-—which has been effected by means of the pru- 
dent arrangement of your board, at a time of severe 
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depression on all the productive employments of the 
country, witheui caer any sensible additton to the 
pressure, or even visible effect upon the ordinary ope- 
rations of the state banks.” 

If then nine millions, being almost the last dollar 
in the treasury, could be thus disttibuted—two mil- 
lions of it to foreigners—at atime of unusual pres- 
sure; how happens it that with funds equal to fifty 
millions, and with six months notice, nine millions 
cannot now be distributed—exclusively among out 
own people—at a time of great abundance, without 
hazarding a great convulsion? The answer fs to be 
found in the different mode of conducting the ope- 
ration. This may be seen by contrasting what the | 
secre might have done, with what he has done. 

The distribution law assigned to him two duties, 
both simple and both easy—the division of the funds 
among the banks and the division among the states. 
As to the first, he was to “select as soon as may be 
practicable and employ as the depositories of the 
meney. of the United States, such of the banks as 
may be located at, adjacent, or convenient to the 

oints or places at which the revenues may be col- 
ected or disbursed”—*‘provided that at least one 
such bank shall be Jocated in each state or territory” 
—‘“and that no bank shall have on deposit more 
than three-fourths ef its capital.” 

Here is no authority whatever to distribute the 
money from the banks of one. state to the banks of 
another state. On the contrary, by the twelfth sec- 
tion, all transfers for «any other purpose whatever 
except to facilitate the public disbursements and to 
comply with the provisions of this act, are hereby 
prohibited and declared to be illegal,” and **in cases 
where transfers shall be required for purposes of 
equalization under the provisions of this act in con- 
sequence of too great an accumulation of deposites 
in any bank—such transfers shall be made to the 
nearest deposite banks which are considered safe and 
secute;”’ and although the supplement says that 
nothing shall prevent him from making transfers 
from state to state, “when required to prevent large 
and inconvenient accumulations in particular paces, 
or in order to produce a due equality and just pro- 
portion according to the provisions of that act,”’ the 
general policy of the law to keep the deposites to- 
gether, unless under peculiar emergencies, remains 
unchanged. . 

Under this law his duty was as clear as possible. 
He was to see that no bank shoukl have a deposite 
of more than three-fourths of its capital. The reve- 
nue in the great cities, then, should be divided 
among the banks in those cities—there being in 
each of them solvent banks enough to receive it.— 
There was no necessity for sending a dollar of it 
out of those cities. In New York alone, says he, 
“the operation will require the transfer of some- 
thing like eight millions of dollars from the old de- 
posite banks to new ones, either in the state or out 
of it,” But why out of it at all? Why could not 
the revenue already received in New York and fall- 
ing due in New York, be divided among the New 
York banks, to support the trade of New York?— 
Why not let it remain active there up to the last 
hour when it was payable to the states? But the 
law tequited that there should be at least one de- 
posite bank in each state.—Be it so. Then make a 
deposite bank in eath state, if there be not one 
already, and give it adeposite, which, while it satis- 
fies the law, will not carry away into inactivity 
funds that might be useful in places of business.— 
There was then no necessity to send a dollar from 
New York, or the other commercial cities, merely 
for the purpose of preventing any one bank from 
having more than three-fourths of its capital. That 
is clear. ' 

Nor was it more necessary for the purpose of dis- 
tribution ameng the states. The law says: ‘That 
the money which shall be in the treasury of the U. 
States, on the Ist of January, 1837, shall be depo- 
sited with such of the several states as shall by law | 
authorise their treasurer or other competent autho- 
rities to receive the same—and the secretary of the 
treasury shall deliver the same to such treasurer or 
other competent authorities on receiving certificates 
of deposite therefor.” This is the whole law. Now 
what does it contemplate? 

The money must be in the treasury on the Ist of 
January, 1837, because up to that time it is not 
known whether the states will take it. Technically 
and legally, the treasury is at Washington—practi- 
cally the treasury is wherever the deposites of the 
public moneys are. But the secretary of the trea- 
sury is an official person whose only official resi- 
dence is Washington. Accordingly a treasurer of 
a state goes to the secretary at Washington—and 
presents to him the certificates of deposite. The 
secretary thereupon “delivers” to the treasurer his 
state’s quota. But how does he deliver it? By an 





actual-manual counting out of these dollars?—No. 
By a check on the deposite bank at Washington? 


No. But he delivers to the state treasurer as he 
does to any other person receiving money, a draft 
for the amount on some one or mone of the deposi- 
tories which compose the treasury Is not sucha 
draft, the usual and proper mode of making public | 
payments?—Undoubtedly. And then we come to 
the real question. Was it necessary to make in ad- 
vance any transfer of funds whatsoever into the se- 
veral states merely because they had the option, on 
certain conditions, of receiving them? If there was 
no such necessity, then the 12th section of the law 
makes these transfers illegal. Now there is clearly 
no such necessity. The money was io be deposit- 
ed wirrH the states not 1n them. It was necessgaril 

paid in Washington by drafts on other places. If 

u say that the secretary must pay it into the state 

easury, it is not enough to bring it into the state— 
he must take it to the seatsof government. Penn- 
sylvania must have her share—not in Philadelphia, 
but in Harrisburgh. New York must be paid, not 
in the city of New York but in Albany. If the 
place be not fixed by law, the mutual convenience 
of the parties will designate it. Now there is no 
individual and no state in the union that would not 
prefer payments in New York or the north Atlantic 
cities, to payments any where else; and for this ob- 
vious reason—that money is worth more there than 
any where else. If the state of Ohio, for instatce, 
had a draft on New York, it could sell it to its citi- 
zens, usefully to them and fitably to the treasury. 
It does not want the money brought into Ohio. Every 
mile it comes on the road lessens its value. We 
may safely conclude then that there was no neces- 
sity for sending a dollar of public money from New 
York or the commercial cities for the purpose either 
of equalizing funds among the banks—or distribut- 
ing them through the states: 

The true theory of the case, therefore, was sim- 
ply to let the excesses of tevenue in the several 
states be transferred, in the course of trade, to the 
great commercial points, and then to pay the states 
by drafts‘on those points. The deposite banks at 
those points, knowing what they had to pay, would 
have been ready to pay—and up to the hour of 
payment would have employed the funds usefully, 
so that in every stage of that progress, business 
would be assisted—commercial activity stimulated 
—and all parties be gainers. 

Even supposing these transfers at all necessary — 
the funds should have been remitted by bills to the 
points of accumulation—blending these operations 
so insensibly with the business of the country as to 
be unfelt except in their benefits. 

But what has the secretary done? Instead of gra- 
dual preparations to provide funds at the distant 
emg the whole science of the treasury seems to 

ave consisted in drawing warrants—in taking up 
the columns of the returns and directing drafts from 
the banks, throughout the United States without 
necessity—without referente to the wants or the 
business of the different sections of the union, ti: 
season of the year or the course of trade—and thus 
making the whole revenue of the country work 
against the whole industry of the vountry. 

His secret is thus revealed in the letter to Messrs. 
Griswold & Swan: 

“I have therefore, in cases where the public mo- 
ney had accumulated in any banks in any one state, 
and new banks could be seasonably obtained in 
other states where only a little public money already 
existed, made but one transfer to accomplish both 
objects, and by a single operation have reduced the 
excess intertain banks in certain states, and placed 
it in the states where it would be needed next year, 
and where they before had not an equal portion of 
the public money.” 

We thus perceive—what on less authority would 
be incredible—the extraordinary manner in which 
the public revenue has been scattered. The secre- 
tary sees an accumulation of public revenue in any 
one state. He sees another place in another state 
“where only a little public money already existed” 
—whereupon he resolves, without the least authori- 
ty from congress, to bestow upon that place “an 
equal portion of the public money;” and as he will 
have, twelve month hence, to pay some money in 
that state, he makes “a single operation” of it—and 
accordingly he confesses that he has actuaily trans- 
ferred public moneys into states which cannot re- 
ceive them for a year afterwards—depriving the 
very community which raised the money of the use 
of it during the whole period. 

Such a measure was of itself sufficient to disor- 
ganize the currency. But it was accompanied by 
another which armed it with a tenfold power of 
mischief. This was the treasury order prohibiting 
the receipt at the land offices of any thing but spe- 
cie—an act which seems to me a most wanton abuse 
of power, if not a flagrant usurpation. 

The whole pecuniary system of this country, that 
to which, next to its freedom, it owes its prosperity, 
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is the system of credit. Our ancestors came he» | | <= 
with no money—but with far better things—wit, ¥ debt 
courage and industry—-and the want of capital Wag | turn’ 
supplied by their mutual confidence. This is th. | ¥ expo 
basis of our whole commercial and internal indus. | » —an 


try. The government received its duties on credit | | Now 


and sold its lands on credit. When the sales of pare a 
land on credit became inconvenient from the Com. — » buy | 

ication of accounts, the lands were sold for What than 
is termed cash. But this was only another form of } » cordi 
credit, for the banks, by lending to those who pur. ) This 
chased lands, took the place of the government ag i last ¢ 
creditors—and the government received their note, ) not y 


as equivalent to specie, because always convertihj, — | the p 
into specie. This was the usage—this may be fe. 
garded as the law of the country. By the resoly. 
tion of congress passed on the 30th of April, 18}¢ — | trade 
it was declared that ‘‘no duties, taxes, debts or sums > New 
of money, accruing or becoming payable to th — trade! 
United States as aforesaid, ought to be collected o; F mere 
received otherwise than in the legal currency of the [and u 
United States, or treasury notes, or notes of the & by th 
bank of the United States, or in notes of banks § i 
which ate payable and paid on demand in the saj( 
legal currency of the United States.” 

This resolution presents various alternatives—th, 
legal currency—or treasury notes—or notes of the 
bank of the United States—or notes of specie pay. 
ing banks. A citizen had aright to choose any 
one of these modes of payment. He had as much 
right to pay for land with the note of a specie pay. 
ing bank as to pay it for duties at the custom house, 
If this be denied, certainly any one of them might 
be accepted by the treasury—but to proscribe lI 
but one—to refuse every thing but the most diff. 
cult thing—to do this without notice of the ap. 
proaching change in the fundamental system of our 
dealings—is an act of gratuitous oppression. 

Under the operation of this resolution, the banks 
had gone on, fearing nothing, as they had only ty 
provide for the usual specie calls upon them—and 
saw the country full of specie, with mo foreign ce. 
mand to drain it from them—when, on a sudden, 
without any intimation of the coming shock, an 
order was issued by the secretary, declaring that 
their notes were no fonger receivable, and of course 
inviting all who held the notes or had deposites in 
these banks, to convert them into specie. It in 
fact made at once the whole amount of their circu- 
lation and private deposites a specie demand upon 
them. The first consequence was, that the banks 
nearest the land offices ceased making loans. The 
next was, that they strove to fortify themselves by 
accumulating specie. It was just at this moment 
that the warrants for transfers Were put into their 
hands. The combination of the two measures pro- 
duced a double result—first, to require the banks 
generally to increase their specie, and next, to give 
them the means of doing it, by drafts on the depo- 
site banks. Thecommercial community were thus 
taken by surprise. The interior banks making no 
loans and converting their Atlantic funds into specie, 
the debtors in the interior could make no renit- 
tances to the merchants in the Atlantic cities, who 
are thus thrown for support on the banks of those 
cities at a moment when they are unable to afford 
relief on account of the very abstraction of thelr 
specie to the west. The creditor states, not only 
receive no money, but their money is carried away 
to the debtor states, who, in turn, cannot use It, 
either to pay old engagements or to contract new. 
By this unnatural process the specie of New York 
and the other commercial cities is piled up in the 
western states—not circulated, not used, but held 
as a defence against the treasury—and while the 
west cannot use it—the east is suffering for the 
want of it. The result is, that the commercial 1! 
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tercourse between the west and the Atlantic, }s be. 
almost wholly suspended, and the few operation Hy, | 
which are made, are burdened with the most ¢x: i, base 
travagant expense. In November, 1836, the in Bin int 
terest of money has risen to twenty-four per cent.— as in: 
merchants are struggling to preserve their credit by hent 
ruinous sacrifices—and it costs five or six times 4 usivel 
much to transmit funds from the west and south scare | 


west, as it did in November, 1835, or ’34, or ’32.- he Mis 
Thus while the exchanges with all the world are 0 skill, 
our favor—while Europe is alarmed, and the bank & tit is 
of England itself uneasy at the quantity of spec!’ @., he 
we possess—we are suffering because, from me 
mismanagement, the whole ballast of the currency iy, 
is shifted from one side of the vessel to the other. 
In the absence of good reasons for these me* Bq, 
sures, and as a pretext for them, it is said that the B. ', 
country has overtraded—that the banks have over’. yy 
issued, and that the purchasers of public lands have fH, 
been very extravagant. I am not struck by the h of j 
truth or propriety of these complaints. The phraseiy 
of overtrading is very convenient but not very 1” count 
telligible. ; If it means any thing, it means that out recei 
dealings with other countries have brought us 1» stent 
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: i hange 
to those countries. In that case the exchang 
| _ against our country, and is rectified by an 


of specie or stocks in the first instance 
by reducing the imports to the exports. 
Now the fact is, that at this moment, the exchanges 
are all in favor of this country—that is, you ¢an 
buy a bill of exchange’on a foreign country nee 
than you can send specie to that country. c- 
cordingly much specie has come in—none goes out. 
This too at a moment when the exchange for the 


‘ jast crop is exhausted, and that of the new crop has 


not yet come into the market—and when we are on 
the point of sending to Europe the produce of the 
country, to the amount of eighty or one hundred 
millions of dollays. How then has the country over- 


traded? Exchange with all the world is in tavor of 
New York. How then can New York be an over- 
> trader? 00 
: pins a of the interior, who are willing to pay, 
and under ordinary circumstances able to ay—but 


Her merchants have sold goods to the 


the mere fault of the government, as obvious as 


: iH an earthquake had swallowed them up, their 


debtor are disabled from making immediate pay- 


ment. It is not that the Atlantic merchants have 
sold too many goods, but that the government pre- 
“vents their receiving payment for any. Moreover 
“jn the commercial cities money can be had, though 
“at extravagant rates, for capitalists add to the or- 


jinary charges for the use of it a high insurance 
ie of it It is not then so much that 


alarm increase the hazard of lending it. 
Then as to the banks. Itis quite probable that 


4 any of the banks have extended their issues—but 


vhose fault is it? Who called these hanks into 
existence? The executive. Whotempted and goad- 


ed thein to these issues? Undoubtedly the executive. 
“The country five years ago, was in possession of the 
‘most beautiful machinery of currency and exchanges 
; 


he world ever saw. It consisted of a number of 
state banks protected, and, at the same time, re- 
trained by the bank of the United States. 

The people of the United States through their re- 
presentatives rechartered that institution. But the 
executive, discontented with its independence, re- 


ected the act of congress—and the favorite topic 
of declamation was, that the states would make 
“banks, and that these banks could create a better 


The states ac- 


ades about the loans of these banks, and their enlarg- 
And what is the conse- 
The bank of the United States has not 


Ding into inextricable confusion, and the industry 
{the country is burdened with extravagant charges 
®n all the commercial intercourse of the union. 
nd now, when these banks have been created by 
the executive, and urged into these excesses, in- 
Btead of gentle and gradual remedies, a fierce cru- 
ade is raised against them—the funds are harshly 
aud suddenly taken from them, and they are forced 
0 extraordinary means of defence against the very 
ower which brought them into being. They re- 
eived, and were expected to receive, in payment 
br the government, the notes of each other, and 
e notes of other banks, and the facility with which 
ley did so, was a ground of special commendation 
y the government. And now that government has 
tt loose upon them a demand for specie, to the 
hole amount of these notes. I go further. There 
san outery abroad, raised by faction and echoed 
V folly, against the banks in the United States. 
/atil it was disturbed by the government, the bank: 
s System of the United States was at Jeast as good 
s that of any other commercial country. What was 
sired for its perfection, was precisely what I have 
long striven to accomplish—to widen the metal- 
mc bases of the currency, by a greater infusion of 
in into the smaller channels of circulation, This 
a in a gradual and judicious train of accomplish- 
lent. But this miserable foolery about an ex- 
usively metallic currency is quite as absurd as to 
‘card the steamboats, and go back to poling up 
le Mississippi. Banks may often err from want 
I skill, and oceasionally he injurious as steam is— 
tit is not the Jess true, that banks of this country 
ave been the great instruments of its improve- 
ent, and that during all the convulsions of the last 
een years, for every American bank which has 
hiled at least ten English banks have failed. 
So with regard to the lands. For the last few 
"ars, the amount of the sales of the public lands 
48 been a constant theme of congratulation with 
e° executive. In the very last message, on the 
h of December, 1835, he repeats the same strain. 
country, not the least gratifying is that afforded by 
receipts of the public lands, which amount in the 
tsent year to eleven millions of dollars. This cir- 


Among the evidences of the increasing prosperity of 





cumstance ajtests the rapidity with which agriculture, 
the first and most important occupation of man, ad- 
vances and contributes to the wealth and power of our 
extended territory.” In the same message he de- 
clared that “the circulating medium has been great- 
ly improved. By the use of the state banks it is 
ascertained that all the wants of the community in re- 
lation to exchange and currency are supplied as well 
as they have ever been before.’ Scarcely seven 
months elapse when these pastoral and financial vi- 
sions dissolve in air. Agriculture ceases to be 
‘the first and most important occupation of man” 
—the state banks cease to, be the models of ex- 
change and currency—but forth issues the secreta- 
ry with a declaration, that to protect the treasury 
‘from frauds, speculation and monopolies in the 
purchase of public lands”—from “excessive bank 
credits”—from ‘‘ruinous extension of bank issues”’ 
—nothing shall be received for land but gold and 
silver. 

Now what an exhibition is this? 

The public lands are exposed to public auction, 
the prices reduced in order to encourage sales, and 
the president stands by, exulting at the amount, 
when suddenly he declares that oe will permit no 
speculatious, and that he will raise the price of the 
lands by raising the price of what alone he will re- 
ceive for them. Now, supposing it true that men 
have bought much land. hat right has the presi- 
dent to dictate to the citizens of this country, 
whether they buy too much land or too much 
broadcloth? They might be permitted to know 
and to manage their own concerns quite as well as 
he daes, leaving the evil, if it he one, to correct 
itself, by its own excess. If he prohibits the re- 
ceipt of any thing but specie to correct land spe- 
culations, he may make the same prohibition as 
to the duties on hardware or. broadcloth or wines, 
whenever his paternal wisdom shall see us buying 
too many shovels, or too many coats, or too much 
Champaigne—and thus bring the entire industry of 
the country under his control. 

These troubles may not, however, be wholly use- 
less, if we extract from them two great lessons.— 
The first is, that we can have no permanent finan- 
cial prosperity while the public revenue is separat- 
ed from the business of the country and committed 
to rash and ignorant politicians with no guides but 
their own passions and interests. I have little doubt 
that the specie order is the revenge of the president 
upon congress for passing the distribution law. I 
have less doubt that this dispersion of the revenue 
among a multitude of banks was to advance the ob- 
scure aspirings of some treasury Cesar. 

The other lesson is—one a thousand times repeat- 
ed anda thousand times forgotten—to distrust all 
demagagues of all parties who profess exclusive 
love for what they call the people. For the last six 
years the country has been nearly convulsed by ef- 
forts to break the mutual dependance of all classes 
of citizens—to make the laborer regard his employ- 
eras his enemy, and to array the poor against the 
rich. These trashy declaimers have ended by bring- 
ing the country into a condition where its whole 
industry is subject far more than it ever was before, 
to the control of the large capitalists—and where 
every step tends inevitably to make the rich richer, 
and the paor poorer. 

It remains to speak of the remedy of these evils. 
They follow obviously the causes of them. The 
causes are the injudicious transfers of the public 
moneys, and the treasury order about specie. 

The first measure of relief therefore should be, 
the instant repeal of the treasury order requiring 
specie for lands—the second, the adoption of a pro- 
per system to execute the distribution law. 

These measures would restore confidence in twen- 
ty-four hours, and repose at least in as many days. 
If the treasury will not adopt them voluntarily, con- 
gress should immediately command it. 

In the mean time, all forbearance and calmness 
should be maintained. There is great reason for 
anxiety—none whatever for alarm—and with mu- 
tual confidence and courage, the country may yet 
be able to defend itself against the government. In 
that struggle, my own poor efforts shall not be 
wanting. T go for the country, whoever rules it— 
I go for the country, best loved when worst govern- 
ed—and it will afford me far more gratification to 
assist in repairing its wrongs, than to triumph aver 
those who inflict thei. ith great respect and 
regard, yours, N. BIDDLE. 

Hon. John Q. Adams, Washington, D. C. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, 
Communicating the correspondence on the subject of 
the publication of the works of the late JamEs 
Maptson. 
To the senate and house of representatives: 
I transmit herewith to congress copies of my 
correspondence with Mrs. Madison, produced by 





the resolution adopted at the last session of the se- 
nate and house of representatives, on the decease 
of her venerated husband. The occasion seems to, 
be appropriate to present a letter from her on the 
subject of the publication of a work of great political 
interest and ability, carefully ne by Mr. Ma- 
dison’s own hand, under circumstances that give it 
claims to be considered as little less than official. 
Congress has already, at considerable expense, 
published, in a variety of forms, the naked journals 
of the revolutionary congress, and of the conven- 
tion that formed the constitution of the United 
States. J am persuaded that the work of Mr. Ma- 
dison, considering the author, the subject matter of 
it, and the circumstances under which it was pre- 
antes Jong withheld from the public as it has been 
y those motives of personal kindness and delicacy 
that gave tone to his intercourse with his fellow 
men, until he and all who, had been participators 
with him in the scenes he describes have passed 
away, well deserves to become the property of the 
nation, and cannot fail, if published and disseminat- 
ed at the public charge, to confer the most impor- 
tant of all benefits on the present and every suc- 
ceeding generation—accurate knowledge of the 
principles of their government, and the circum- 
stances under which they were recommended, and 
embodied in the constitution for adoption. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
December 6, 1836. 


Department of state, July 9, 1836. 
The secretary of state has the honor to report to 
the president that there is no resolution of congress 
on the death of Mr. Madison, on file in the depart- 
ment of state. By application at the offices of the 
secretary of the senate and the clerk of the hous2 
of representatives, the enclosed certified copy of a 
set of resolutions has been procured. These reso- 
lutions being joint, should have been enrolled, sign- 
ed by the presiding officers of the two houses, and 
submitted for the executive approbation. By re- 
ferring to the proceedings on the death of general 
Washington, such a course appears to have been 
thought requisite; but in this case it has been 
deemed unnecessary, or has been omitted acciden- 
tally. The value of the public expression of sym- 
pathy would be so much diminished ty postpone- 
ment to the next session, that the secretary has 
thought it best to present the papers, incomplete as 
they are, as the basis of such a letter as the presi- 

dent may think proper to direct to Mrs. Madison. 

JOHN FORSYTH, sec. of state. 


Washington, July 9, 4836. 

Mapam: It appearing to have been the intention 
of congress to make me the organ of assuring you 
of the profound respect entertained by both its 
branches for your person and character, and of their 
sincere condolence in the late afflicting dispensation 
of Providence, which has at once deprived you of a 
beloved companion, and your country of one of its 
most valued citizens, | perform that duty by trans- 
mitting the documents herewith enclosed. 

No expression of my own sensibility at the loss 
sustained by yourself and the nation could add to 
the consolation to be derived from these high evi- 
dences of the public sympathy. Be assured, ma- 
dam, that there is not one of your countrymen who 
feels more poignantly the stroke which has fallen 
upon you, or who will cherish with a more endear. 
ing constancy the memory of the virtues, the servi- 
ces, and the purity of the illustrious man whose 
glorious and patriotic life has been just terminated 
by a tranquil death. 

I have the honor to be, madam, your most obe- 
dient servant, ANDREW JACKSON. 

Mrs. Dolly P. Madison, Montpelier, Virginia. 


Montpelier, August 20, 1836. 
To the president of the United States: 

I received, sir, in due time, your letter conveying 
ta tne the resolutions congress were pleased to adopt 
on the occasion of the death of my beloved husband 
—a communication made the more grateful by the 
kind expression of your sympathy which it con- 
tained. 

The high and just estimation of my husband by 
my countrymen and friends, and their generous par- 
ticipation in the sorrow occasioned by our irretriev- 
able loss, (expressed through their supreme autho- 
rities and otherwise), are the only solace of which 
my heart is susceptible on the departure of him who 
had never lost sight of that consistency, symmetry 
and beauty of chara¢ter in all its parts, which se- 
cured to him the love and admiration of his coun- 
try, and which must ever be the subject of peculiar 
and tender reverence to one whose happiness waa 
derived from their daily and constant exercise. 

The best return I can make for the sympathy of 





my country is to fulfil the sacred trust his confi- 
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dence reposed in me—that of placing before it and 
the world what his pen prepared for their use—a 
legacy, the importance of whieh is deeply impress- 
edon my mind. With great respect, 
D, P. MADISON. 
Montpelier, November 15, 1836. 
To the president of the United States: 

Sir: The will of my late husband, James Madi- 
son, contains the following provision: 

‘Considering the peculiarity and magnitude of 
the occasion which produced the convention at Phi- 
Jadelphia,, in 1787, the characters who composed it, 
the constitution which resulted from their delibera- 
tions, its effects during a trial of so many years on 
the prosperity of the people living under it, and the 
interest it has inspired among the friends of free go- 
vernment, it is not an unreasonable inference that 
a careful and extended report of the proceedings 
and discussions of that body, which were with clos- 
ed doors, by a member who was constant in his at- 
tendance, will be particularly gratifying to the peo- 
ple of the United States, and to all who take an in- 
terest in the ag of political science and the 
cause of true liberty.” 

This provision bears evidence of the value he set 
on his report of the debates in the convention; and he 
has charged legacies on them alone, to the amount 
of $12,000, for the benefit of literary institutions 
and for benevolent purposes, leaving the residuary 
net proceeds for the use of his widow. 

In a paper written by him, and which it is pro- 
posed to annex as a preface to the debates, he traces 
the formation of confederacies and of the articles of 
confederation, its defects which caused and the 
steps which led to the convention, his reasons for 
taking the debates, and the manner in which he ex- 
ecuted the task, and his opinion of the framers of 
the constitution. From this I extract his descrip- 
tion of the manner in which they were taken, as it 
guaranties their fulness and accuracy: 


“In pursuance of the task I had assumed, I chose 


with those legacies, have evidenced that their pub- 
lication could not be engaged in by me without 
advances of funds, and involving of risks which I 
am not in a situation to make or incur. 

Under these circumstances, I have been induced 
to submit for your consideration whether the publi- 
cation of these debates be a matter of sufficient in- 
terest to the people of the United States to deserve 
to be brought to the notice of congress. And 
should such be the estimation of the uti ity of these 
works by the representatives of the nation, as to 
induce them to relieve me individually from the 
obstacles which impede it, their general circulation 
will be insured, and the people be remunerated by 
its more economical distribution among them. 
With high respect and consideration, 

D. P. MADISON. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 
TREASURY, 
ON THE STATE OF THE FINANCES. 
Treasury department, Dec. 6th, 1836. 
In obedience to the directions of the ‘‘act supple- 
mentary to the act to establish the treasury depart- 
ment,” the secretary of the treasury respectfully 
submits to congress the following report: 
1. Of the public revenue and expenditures. 

It is believed that the whole amount of money in 
the treasury on the Ist uf January next, applicable 
to public purposes, will be about $41,723,959. 
This conclusion rests in part on what has been 
actually ascertained, and in part on estimates. 
Thus the balance in the treasury, on the Ist of 
January, 1835, was $8,892,856 42 
The receipts from all sources, dur- 
ing that year, were 

Viz: 
From customs 
«lands 
Dividends and sales 





$35,430,087 10 


$19,891,310 59 
14,757,600 76 





a seat in front of the presiding member, with the 
other members on my right and left hands. In this 
favorable position for hearing all that passed, I not- 
ed down in terms ligible, and in abbreviations and 
marks intelligible to myself, what was read from 
the chair or spoken by the members; and losing not 
a moment unnecessarily between the adjournment 
and reassembiing of the convention, I was enabled 
to write out my daily notes during the session, or 
within a few finishing days after its close, in the 
extent and form preserved in my own hand, on my 
files. 


“In the labor and correctness of this J was not a 
little aided by practice, and by familiarity with the 
style and the train of observation and reasoning 
which characterized the principal speakers. It 
happened, also, that I was not absent a single day, 
nor more than the casual fraction of an hour in any 
day, so that I could not have lost a single speech, 
unless a very short one.” 


However prevailing the restraint which veiled, 
during the life of Mr, Madison, this record of the 
creation of our constitution, the grave which has 
closed over all those who participated in its forma- 
tion has separated their acts from all that is personal 
to him or to them. His anxiety for their early 

ublicity after this was removed, may be inferred 
frou his having them transcribed and revised by 
himself; and, it may be added, the known wishes 
of his illustrious friend, Thomas Jefferson, and 
other distinguished patriots, the important light 
they would have shed for present as well as future 
usefulness, besides my desire to fulfil the pecuniary 
obligations imposed by his will, urged their ap- 
pearance, without awaiting the preparation of his 
other works; and early measures were accordingly 
adopted by me to ascertain from publishers in va- 
rious parts of the union the terms on which their 
publication could be effected. 


It was also intended to publish with these de- 
bates those taken by him in the congress of the 
confederation in 1752, ’3 and ’7, of which he was 
then a member, and selections made by himself, 
and prepared under his eye, from his letters narrat- 
ing the proceedings of that body during the periods 
of his service in it, prefixing the debates in 1776 
on the Declaration of Independence, by Thomas 
Jefferson, so as to embody all the memorials in that 
shape known to exist. This expose of the situa- 
tion of the country under the confederation, and 
the defects of the old system of government evi- 
denced in the proceedings under it, seem to convey 
such preceding information as should accompany 
the debates on the formation of the constitution by 
which it was superseded. 


The proposals which have been received, so far 
from corresponding with the expectations of Mr. 


of bank stock 569,280 82 
Incidental items 195,561 98 
Neapolitan indemnity 516,332 96 





Those, with the above balance, make 
an aggregate of $44,322,945 52 
The expenditures on all objects dur- 
ing the year 1835, were 
On civil list, foreign intercourse, and 
miscellaneous objects 3,721,261 60 
Neapolitan awards 508,436 93 
Military service, includ- 
ing fortifications, &c. 9,420,312 69 
Naval service, including 
gradual improvement 3,864,939 06 
Public debt 58,191 28 
For the details of the receipts and expenditures 
in the year 1835, reference is made to the annual 
account thereof, which is this day submitted to con- 
gress in a separate communication. 
The balance left in the treasury on the first of 
January, 1836, was, therefore, $26,749,803 96. 
The receipts into the treasury during 1836, as as- 
certained and estimated, will be about $47,691,895. 
Of these, the receipts during the first three quar- 
ters, are ascertained to have been $38,141,898 04 


17,573,141 56 


Viz: 
From customs $17,523,151 79 
‘© lands 20,048,929 88 


Dividends and sales of 
United States bank 
stock 

Incidental items, in- 
cluding excess of re- 
payments on account 
of public debt, as 
hereafter stated 247,139 70 
This does not embrace the receipts in trust on ac- 

count of the Chickasaw Indians. 

Of those receipts, and their investment, beside the 
expenditures from them, a report will forthwith be 
laid before congress, in conformity to treaties, and 
the acts of congress carrying those treaties into ef- 
fect. 

Neither does it embrace the ng mn on account 
of the post office and patent office, of which, as well 
as the expenditures on the same accounts, separate 
statements are kept, in conformity to the late laws, 
and will be rendered by the proper officers. 

Nor does it include what has been received in 
trust the present year for the claimants under the 
French, Neapolitan and Spanish treaties. 

A separate account will be exhibited in this re- 
port of the receipts and expenditures from those 
sources, in order to avoid complexity and ambigui- 
ty in the statement of the general receipts and ex- 
penditures in behalf of the government alone. 

The receipts during the fourth quarter of the pre- 
sent year, it is computed will be about $9,550,000. 

These, with the balance on the Ist of January, 


292,676 67 











Madison when he charged the firet of these works 


a 
The expenditures during the year 1836, are ascey. 
tained and estimated to be $31,435,032. 

Of these, the amount during the first three quar. 
ters is ascertained to have been $20,791,372 16. 
Viz: on eivil list, foreign intercourse, and misee). 
laneous, $3,850,101 55. 

Military service, including fortifications, &, 
$13,010,061 59. 
Naval service, &c. $3,931,209 02. 

Public debt, less than the repayments by the com. 
missioners of the sinking fund, as hereafter ey. 
plained. 

For the details of all these, and the incidental ye. 
ceipts, during those three quarters, reference is made 
to the exhibit annexed (A 1 and 2). 

The expenditures for the fourth quarter, as com. 
puted by the proper departments, will be 10,643,669 
dollars; but which, it is thought by me, will proba. 
bly fall short of that amount. 

This will leave on hand, on the first of January, 
1887, an estimated balance of $43,005,669. Fron 
this, if the diminished sum of $1,080,000 for una. 
vailable funds be deducted, the available balance of 
money, on the first of January, 1837, would be the 
sum of $41,925,669. 

But beside the charges already imposed on this 
balance by ap for public purposes stili 
unpaid, and which will soon be adverted tu, there js 
in fact included in it about $201,710, which wa; 
paid into the treasury, chiefly in former years, from 
private sources alone, and for private or specific 
purposes, and which neither accrued from the usual 
sources of public revenue, nor ever belonged to the 
general government, except to fulfil the particular 
trusts under which it was received in behalf of 
others. 


A schedule of those items and sums on the first of 
December, 1836, is annexed (B). Deduct thei 
amount from the available balance of $41,925,669, 
and only about $41,723,959 would remain on the 
first of January next, applicable to the general pw 
poses of the government. 

To this deduction would be subjoined another, hai 
not the receipts and expenditures connected with 
certain subjects during the present year, or portions 
of it, been kept distinct for reasons before indicated, 

Thue the receipts on account of the post office, 
which, under the new organization, are paid into 
the treasury and kept distinct, have, since it took ef. 
fect, being the last half of the year, been ascertain. 
ed and computed to be about $1,076,872 including 
near $410,472, that had been collected previous); 
and the expenditures have been about 562,95), 
leaving a balance on hand at the end of the year 
about $513,920, as will be more particularly exii- 
bited by the head of that department. 

The receipts on account of the patent office, 
since its new organization, for the present yeul, 
have also been ascertained and computed to l 
about $16,828; the expenditures chargeable to them 
about $7,241, and the balance about $9,587, as will 
be more particularly shown by the report of tle 
proper officer, 


Besides these, the receipts into the treasury! 
trust from the treaties of indemnity with France, 
Naples and Spain, have been about $3,765,994, an 
the payments to the claimants about $3,663," 
leaving a balance of about $102,026, still uncallet 
for or unadjusted. 

The particulars of these will more fully appear!" 
the general annual exhibit of all the receipts and 
expenditures. 


Lastly, the receipts into the treasury on accoll!l 
of the Chickasaw Indians, have been about $639,252 
the expenditures, by investment and otherwise abot! 
$577,675; and the balance on hand is about $91,574 
The detailed account of these, and the other trai 
actions in their behalf, will be, as remarked 10! 
former portion of this report, immediately presel 
ed in a separte communication to congress. 

The charges already imposed on the general lt 
lance of $41,723,959, by means of current and pt 
{manent appropriations—which it is expected ! 
not be expended till after the first of January ne* 
amount to $14,636,062. 


Of this sum it is computed that $3,013,389 can ™ 
applied in aid of the appropriations, for the ensu!!: 
year without reappropriation; and that $195,183) 
be carried to the surplus fund, leaving $11,427,49" 
which will probably be required to aecomplish ¢ 
objects contemplated in the acts of congress. 

Deduct this remaining charge of $14,440,879 frot 
the balance estimated to be on hand on the first® 
January, 1887, and the sum of $27,283,080 wot! 
be left to be appropriated by congress towards »¢ 
or former objects. 


sent condition. 
Before the passage of the act of congress at 





1836, from an aggregate of $74,441,702. 


last session on the subject of the public debt, 


2. Of the expenditures for the public debt and its ?™% th 
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money, which had previously been deposited by the 


> commissioners of the sinking fund, in the U. States 
> bank, for the payment of the residue of it, was, un- 
) der their direction, repaid into the treasury, amount- 


o to the sum of $136,773 O1. 
Since that event, and the suspension of the duties 


of the commissioners, this department, by virtue of 


: the above act, has caused all those portions of the 


ublic debt outstanding and presented for payment, 


7 to be promptly discharged. 


The payments made since the first of January 


; last, have been as follows, viz: 
’ On the funded debt, towards principal $46,405 72 


' And interest with dividends, about 
' A small unfunded debt of $37,440 55, also, re- 


’ Towards interest 


3,139 09 





Making in all the sum of $49,544 81 
There still remains of the funded debt, unclaimed 

and undischarged principal about $90,367 
$250,416 


mains, which may hereafter be claimed, and on 
which has been paid during the past year, in- 
cluding $16 07 for interest on treasury notes, the 
sum of $88 57 
It consists of claims registered prior to 1798, for 
ervices and supplies during the revolutionary 
war, equal to $27,385 46 


- Treasury notes issued during the war of 


1812 5,735 
And Mississippi stock 4,320 09 
3. Of the estimates of the public revenue and expen- 

ditures of the year 1837. 
The receipts into the treasury, from all sources, 


| during 1837, are estimated at $24,000,006 
Viz: 
From customs $16,500,000 
From lands 5,000,000 
- From bank stock 2,000,000 


Miscellaneous, including in- 


terest from deposite banks 500,000 


: To these add the balance of available 


funds in the treasury on the Ist of 
January, 1837, estimated, as comput- 


ed for public purposes, at 41,723,959 





And they make an aggregate of 65,723,959 

The expenditures for all objects, ordinary and ex- 
traordinary, in 1837, including the contingent of only 
$1,000,000 for usual excesses in appropriations he- 


| yond the estimates, are computed at $26,755,831, 


provided the unexpended appropriations at the end 
of this and the next year remain about equal, 

Thus the new and permanent appropriations 
eharreable to 1837 for specified purposes, whether 
ordinary or extraordinary, and including what can 
be used without reappropriation, are computed at 

$25,755,831 
Of these, the permanent ap- 
propriations already made, 
are estimated at 
The existing appropriations 
which will not be required 
for the service of 1836, and 
which it is proposed to ap- 
ply in aid of 1837, amount 
to 
The new appropriations that 

will be needed for 1837, 

are estimated to amount, 

in all, to 20,354,442 
The latter are divided among the differ- 

ent branches of the public service, a3 

follows, viz: 
Civil, foreign intercourse and miscella- 
neous 


$2,347,000 


3,013,389 


$2,924,671 
Military service, &c. 10,758,431 
Naval service, &c. 6,670,541 
_ The details of the above estimates are exhibited 
Ina document from the register’s office, which this 
department has the honor to lay before the house 


of representatives, to-day, in a separate communica- 
tion, 


To these have been added, for the ensuing year, 
on account of the usual contingent excesses of ap- 
propriations beyond the estimates, one million of 
dollars, making in all, as before mentioned, the ag- 
gtegate of $26,755,831. 

From these calculations, it will be seen that if 
the outstanding appropriations unexpended at the 
Close of 1837, be as large as at the close of 1836, 
and the other expenditures should agree with the 
above estimates, they would exceed the computed 
revenue accruing from all sources nearly three mil- 
lions, or sufficient to absorb more than half of the 
present surplus, which is not to be deposited with 
the several states. But if these outstanding appro- 
priations, at the close of 1837, should be much less 
an those in 1836, as is probable; or should the ac- 
cruing receipts be much less, or the appropriations 
Made for 1837, be much larger than the estimates, a 





call will become necessary fora portion of the sur- 
plus deposited with the states, though it will not 


those events. 


4. Some explanation of the estimates for 1837. 
The unusual receipts during the last two years, 
have chiefly accrued from the unprecedented sales 
of public lands. 


[It is remarkable, that those sales assumed their 
extraordinary character chiefly between July, 1835, 
and October, 1836—a period of little more than 
fourteen months. 

Arising, as they have, principally from private 
entries, and not from any unusual quantities of land 
offered for public sale, and marked as they have 
been, by sudden and great vibrations, it has not been 
deemed judicious to consider them as a proper ba- 
sis for permanent estimates of a public character. 

Accordingly, the sum adopted for the estimates 
of the sales the past year, as well as that for the 
ensuing year, though larger than usual, has been 
grounded on general considerations of a less fluctu- 
ating character, leaving accidental and oceasional 
excesses or deficiencies to happen, as they often 
will, without either the attempt or ability in this de- 
partment to predict the extent of them with much 
certainty. The receipts from customs the present 
year will be somewhat augmented by the great spe- 
culations which have characterized the business of 
the country generally, and the destruction by fire 
of an extraordinary amount of foreign goods near 
the close of the last year. This calamity, followed 
by eredits more liberal, and competition increased 
to supply the sudden and large deficiencies in the 
market, led to an excess in the importations of mer- 
chandise during the present year, even greater than 


| the amount destroyed, and thus essentially contri- 


buted to swell the revenue from customs beyond the 
estimates. But overtrading, from whatever induce- 
ments it may arise, usually produces a reaction; 
and itis hoped that no accident of a similar and 
depreciated character will occur, which may en- 
large our importations the ensuing year. The re- 
ceipts from customs for 1837, have, therefore, from 
these and other circumstances which it might be 
tedious to detail, been estimated at not more than 
$16,500,000. 

Only about $50,000 of the amount secured by 
special bonds from the sufferers by fire last Decem- 
ber, under the authority of an act of congress on 
that subject, has been postponed, so as to fall due 
within the ensuing year, while a reduction on ac- 
count of the diminished rate of duty imposed on 
wines since July last, has been made in the esti- 
mates for 1837, equalling quite three times that 
sum. Besides unusual speculations and overtra- 
ding, which are temporary in their operation, the 
last two years have exhibited an extraordinary de- 


gree of prosperity throughout the whele country, 


and which it is presumed, will continue to exercise | P 


a considerable direct influence on the whole amount 
of our exports and imports, and consequently an in- 
direct influence on our receipts from customs. Much 
of this flattering condition of things may have arisen 
from the great reductions already made in the tariff 
and duties on tonnage; from having cast off the 
burthens of a national debt; from our increasing 
expenditures on works favorable to commerce and 
public security; from permanent additions to the 
moneyed capital of the nation by the many millions 
obtained abroad for foreign indemnities; from the 
immense fertile tracts of land redeemed from Indian 
claims, and opened to the profitable enterprise and 
industry of our citizens at very low prices, by the 
humane policy of removing the aborigines west of 
the Mississippi; from the unprecedented improve- 
ments in the facilities, the rapidity and cheapness 
of communication and of transportation by steam- 
boats and rail roads; from the greater safety of our 
foreign commerce, and its extension to new and 
distant regions; from abundant ereps and high 
prices; from the increasing numbers, intelligence 
and enterprise of our people generally, or from 
these and various other causes combined. But 
though some of these causes may have spent most 
of their influence, others are acting in full vigor, 
and our national prosperity does not appear likely 
to be soon essentially checked, except so far as the 
excesses before mentioned, or war, or unavoidable 
physical calamities, like those of pestilence and bad 
crops, may from time to time produce temporary 
reactions. 


The receipts from customs, therefore, though not 
estimated so high, as they proved to be during the 
past or preceding year, have still been computed at 
a larger sum than it was formerly anticipated they 
would on an average, equal under the existing tariff. 
The imports during the year, ending September 

30th, 1836, are ascertained and es- 


timated at - . #178,540,000 








They show, compared with the preceding year, an 
increase of - - - $23,644,258 


probably become necessary, excepting in one of} The imports during the three past years have on 


an average, been about - $149,985,691 
The exports, during the past year, are ascertained 

and estimated at - - $121,789,000 

Of these, $101,105,000 were in domestic, and 
$20,684,000 in foreign products. 

Compared with the preceding year, they exhibit 
an increase of $35,423, and are $5,829,150 more 
than the average for the last three years. 

‘The erop of cotton grown the present year which 
will constitute the chief exports of that article for 
1837, is believed to be large, but from present ap- 
pearances will probably be less valuable than dur- 
ing the two past years. 


At the same time the exports of flour and grain 
are likely to be smaller, in both quantity and value, 
and those of tobacco and rice, which with the ar- 
ticles before named, form our principal subjects of 
domestic produce for exportation, are not believed 
to be materially — and have seldom, during 
the last quarter of a century in any series of years, 
much exceeded their previous amount. However 
enlarged by our rapid increase of population has 
been the demand at home for those and other arti- 
cles of our own growth and manufacture, the most 
tempting and augmenting product for exportation 
seems to be cotton. 

During near forty years it has attracted and en- 
grossed a large portion of the spare capital and labor 
of nearly half the territory of the union, and by 
the great demand for it abroad, independent of its 
increased consumption at home, it will probably 
long continue to constitute, not only our chief and 
most profitable product for exportation, but be the 
regulator, in some degree, of our ability to import, 
and of the balance of trade, between this country 
and Europe. 


The receipts from incidental and miscellaneous 
sources, have been estimated on the following data. 
Nothing very definite could be presented, as arising 
from an arrangement which, under the recent act 
of congress, is contemplated with the United States 
bank, in respect to the stock, owned by the govern- 
ment in that institution, until further progress shall 
be made, and the bank may indicate when it is will- 
ing to pay some s ecified amount. 

Tt will be seen y the documents annexed, (C }, 
2, 3), that this department took early steps to pro- 
cure suitable information for a settlement with the 
bank and payment, in the course of the present 
year, of the due share of the United States in the 
net collections from the assets existing on the 3d 
of March last as well as to obtain specific proposals 
for an early adjustment of the whole concern. It 
has been a cause of some surprise that the informa- 
tion desired has not yet been communicated, nor 
any payment been yet made. On the contrary, the 
resident of the state corporation, to which the as- 
sets of the United States bank have been assigned, 
forwarded in September last a report of a commit- 
tee appointed under authority of only those two 
bodies, estimating the value of the stock on the 3d 
of March. But it was accompanied by no offer to 
pay that value or any other particular amount, then, 
or at any future specified period, though professing 
a willingness that the United States should receive 
a just proportion out of the assets of the bank. 

Commissioners were, therefore appointed, and an 
invitation given to have them joined by others on 
the part of the United States bank to revise the es- 
timate of the value put on the stock by the above 
committee, and after urging early payments as prac- 
ticable towards what might in the end, be found due 
to the U. States, if failing to obtain any, to recom- 
mend such arrangements as might seem just for se- 
curing and paying hereafter what they considered 
to be the true worth of the share of the government 
in the capital stoek. Copies of the letters, report, 
and instructions before named, are annexed. (D1, 
2, 8, 4, 5). 

It is clearly to be inferred from the correspon- 
dence had by the commissioners above mentioned 
with a committee of the bank, that no payment 
whatever is intended to be made during the present 
year, and that long credits are expected and con- 
sidered by the bank proper for portions of what may 
be due. That correspondence, and all the steps which 
have been taken under the particular instructions 
given to those commissioners, will more fully ap- 
pear in the further documents which will be submit- 
ted to cangress after the commissioners make their 
final repost, : 

No reasgnable efforts will he spared by me to con- 
clude some.appropriate arrangement of this embar- 
rassing and troublesome subject before the adjourn- 
ment of the present congress. ail 

Trusting, that a proper sense of its obligations to 
the government, as a large stoekholder, will induce 
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the bank to refund, at least one-fourth of our origi- 
nal capital, with the profits thereon, in the course 
of the ensuing year, two millions of dollars have on 
that account been inserted in the estimates. To this 
are to be added the dividends, anticipated on the 
stock owned in the Louisville and Portland canal; 
interest from the deposite banks; and some small 
receipts from other miscellaneous sources. 

5. Of the surplus in the 9 yi and the disposition 

Oo 


Various objects of a national and constitutional 
character, were recommended in the Jast annual re- 
port from this department, as suitable for the appli- 
cation, by way of extraordinary appropriation, of 
any rg nen funds for which the general government 
should happen to have no other immediate use. 

Liberal and useful appropriations were fortunate- 
ly made to many of them, which will save expense 
in the end, and prove to be the soundest economy. 
The reasons for a continuance of the same wise 

licy, while our resources remain so ample, have 
ost none of their original force. 

As the present surplus had chiefly arisen from an 
earlier sale of large portions of the public lands than 
had been expected, it seemed to this department ju- 
dicious to suggest completing with it sooner than 
had been comtemplated the projected fortifications, 
and naval establishments of the country; improving 
more rapidly the navigation and security of its com- 
mercial bays and rivers, and, while its imports and 
exports were oes beyond example, erecting 
where needed, appropriate custom warehouses, as 
well as suitable marine hospitals, court houses and 
post offices. In fine, the whole state of our finances 
appeared to justify and require, that all those great 
works heretofore deemed useful and constitutional, 
and which are intimately connected with the duties 
and powers of the general government, should be 
more hastened, with our means so much increased 
and so prematurely available, than would have been 
proper or practicable, had the revenue continued at 
only the reduced amount which was generally antici- 
pated. By pursuing such a provident course, it was 
mt a that much less would remain to be accom- 
plished, and hence that our expenditures would be 
much diminished, when our revenue shall become 
less by the reductions, which, under the existing 
laws, are to take effect in the customs before, and 
in 1842, and which wil] probably happen in the re- 
— from public lands during that gute 

he necessary expenditures of the government 
would thus, by that time, become naturally, as well 
as safely lessened, so as to bear a near proportion 
to our diminished receipts; while atherwise, if the 
expenditures for these works are not previously 
increased or expedited, the probabilities would 
seem to be that the ordinary charges for them, and 
other usual claims on the general government, with 
the extraordinary charges incident to war and simi- 
lar calamities, from which no people can be wholly 
exempt, might then so far exceed the receipts, as 
to require new taxation, or an increased tariff. 

In respect to another branch of the subject, which 
relates to a gradual reduction of the present large 
surplus in the treasury, either by an immediate 
diminution of the existing tariff, or some new re- 
gulation calculated to limit and lessen the amount 
of the sales of the public Jands, by confining them 
to actual settlers or otherwise, this department felt 
bound, in the discharge of its public duties, to sub- 
mit to congress last year, a few considerations 
which are still equally applicable. It is believed 
that when the balance on hand, with the accruing 
receipts, are likely for some time to come to ex- 
ceed the rea] wants and just objects of the govern- 
ment for expenditure, a reduction of those receipts, 
and especially such as are derived from taxation, 
is the true remedy. 

Besides the considerations relating to this reduc- 
tion which were formerly submitted by this depart- 
ment, it would now respectfully suggest that all 
the duties under 20 per cent. and which amount to 
near three millions annually, could, with about half 
a million more on the articles paying a higher duty, 
and specified in areport to the senate at the last ses- 
sion, be at once repealed by congress without any en- 
croachment on the principle of the act of the 3d of 
March, 1833. Nor has this department any doubt 
that if all the present and anticipated receipts from 
customs are considered by congress not to be want- 
ed for any public appropriations, or other legiti- 
mate objects, reduction could be made in many 
other duties more rapidly than is now provided for, 
without any essential injury to any great interest 
intended to be fostered by the provisions of that act. 
Atthe same time such a step as theWast, unless 
found indispensable from high public considerations, 
and hence generally concurred in, does not appear 
to this department consistent with the expectations 
of most of thase who united in the passage of that 
law, and has not therefore been urged. 


‘cultural interests. And the next, if more 





But, if found indispensable, the next articles 
which, in the opinion of this department, could 
most appropriately be selected for greater and 
quicker reduetion, are the raw sisdiaielbl of foreign 
origin used in some of our important manufactures; 
and though certain rival articles produced here 
might sutter by such a change, yet in this way the 
whole manufacturing industry of the country would 
probably be benefitted. If sufficient reduction can- 
not be obtained on that class, the next kind of 
articles selected should be such as are largely con- 
sumed in promoting the comforts, and satisfying 
the necessities, of the people generally, and at the 
same time, do not materially compete with im- 
portant manufactures, nor conflict with ages agri- 

deemed 
necessary, might be such as have now a much 
higher duty or protection on them than others of 
greater national consequence. 


Certain it is, that a much more just and useful 
discrimination could be introduced into the whole 
present system, by reducing more quickly the du- 
ties which are found to be least beneficia , by way 
of protection, and by reducing more slowly those 
deemed most indispensable. Equally feasjble would 
it be, in the exercise of a proper spirit of comity 
and justice, to make some legal enactments which 
should prevent the further sale of the public do- 
main to any persons who do not want it for im- 
mediate cultivation. This seems peculiarly proper 
ata time when the government neither needs the 
proceeds of such sales for any F spear use, nor con- 
siders the money received adequate to the real 
value of the Jand sold, and when the settlement of 
the new states is retarded, by permitting the public 
domain to pass, in large quantities into the hands 
of others than actual settlers. By a wise revision 
of our present laws, the enterprising, industrious 
and needy, might, for a fair compensation, be li- 
berally secured in the purchase and enjoyment of 
a due portion of land for immediate cultivation; 
and, at the same time, all be effectually prevented 
from seizing and securing, as a matter of specula- 
tion, in any case, on the best tracts, without pre- 
vious purchase or any pretence of title; and from 
procuring, through floats or otherwise, for wealthy 
persons, whether residents or non-residents, the 
most valuable situations, at the minimum prices. 


{t must be obvious that nothing beyond a very 
general, and, in some degree, uncertain exhibit, 
could at this time, be presented of the probable 
amount of the surplus in the treasury, deposit- 
ed with the banks, and the states during a few 
subsequent years; and more especially of the va- 
rious sums connected with the different hypo- 
theses, for the future disposition of it, by appro- 
priations for public objects, or by a diminution of 
it through a large reduction in our future revenue 
from either customs or lands. The uncertainty as 
to these sums, is greatly increased, not only by the 
fluctuating character of our receipts, from both of 
these sources during the last four years; and as it 
is anticiptated for the future, but from the doubt- 
ful amount of our annual expenditure, hereafter, 
and the absence of any determination, yet express- 
ed by congress, whether to retain, unexpended, all 
er any portion of the present surplus, till after 1841, 
with a particular view to supply the place of the 
great reduction which is then to be made, in our 
receipts from customs, under the existing laws. 


Minute details, therefore, on these points would 
be only hypothetical, and might, without further 
data on which to found them, mislead instead of 
proving useful. 


But it is probable that congress may deem it ex- 
pedient to pursue one of the following general 
courses in relation to the present large surplus, and 
any which might hereafter accrue under our exist- 
ing laws. Either to appropriate more liberally to 
great objects of national consequence while the 
treasury is so full, and in that way gradually call 
for and employ the surplus till those objects are 
accomplished, and then to reserve only the re- 
sidue if any in deposite with the states, to meet 
future contingencies and the anticipated deficien- 
cies in the revenue after 1842. Or to reduce it still 
more rapidly by largely diminishing our revenue, 
whether from customs or lands, and thus requir- 
ing more of the current expenditures to be paid 
from the present surplus until the whole shall be 
exhausted; or to permit the most of it to remain 
longer in deposite within the states and so shape 
future Pp, en ae as never to render it necessa- 
ry to call for the surplus, except to meet unexpected 
and extraordinary wants, 


In respect to this last measure, so far as already 
adopted by congress as a temporary one, and the 
operation of it upon our fiscal concerns to this 
time and hereafter, a few further observations may 
be expected. 


“= 





asta 


Before the two sessions of congress just passe, 
it was considered doubtful whether that body woul, 
deem it expedient to adopt the recommendations of 
this department to expend early on proper objects 
all the net balance in the treasury aiter defraying 
existing charges; or, if unwilling to do that, tor. 
duce at once the revenue from customs and lands 
and leave with the people the excess which woul 
otherwise be collected, so as gradually to absorb the 
present surplus, and ere long to collect none of any 
considerable magnitude, whether for extraordinary 
expenditure, distribution or other purposes. Cop. 
sequently, a suggestion was made in the annual re. 
ports of 1834 and 1835, for the temporary invest. 
ment of the surplus, while either of those opera- 
tions might be going on, and if neither of them was 
adopted, then to remain safe and productive, until 
it should hereafter be needed for public purposes, 
The proposed disposal] of it for these periods, which 
it was expected would not be very protracted, was 
in a form which was considered secure and profita. 
ble by the purchase of safe stocks. 

Thus easily and gradually, as well as most pru- 
dently, it was supposed the inconveniences of so un. 
expected and embarrassing an event as a large sur. 
plus would be obviated, and at the same time a 

rovident fund created, which would be yielding 
interest, and which could afterwards be resorted to, 
when the current expenditure might from any 
cause, either before or after 1841, exceed the cur. 
rentrevenue. In relation to that subject though a 
topic still intimately and deeply connected with 
our finances, few additional remarks at this time, 
seemed called for, since congress at the last session, 
by a clause in the deposite Taw, provided for what 
this department considers, and has taken all proper 
preliminary steps to make, a temporary disposition of 
the whole money in the treasury on the first of Janua. 
next, except five millions of dollars. Looking at 
that as a financial measure, which is the only view 
now under consideration, the granting the use of 
the money without any intesest, constitutes a dif. 
ference from the mode fat eng by this department, 
which was doubtless designed as a benefit to the 
several states, and in that view was also very pro- 
perly proffered to all if to any of the states, whether 
now in debt or not, and whether needing the money 
for any great public purpose or not. 

While treated in the nature of a mere temporary 
deposite or investment on the credit of each state 
respectively, without interest, the profits or income 
of it alone to be expended, and the principal to be 
ever held sacred and ready for repayment whenever 
needed, like a fund that is providently designed to 
meet any future public contingencies, this kind of 
deposite may not embarrass our finances, and is 
likely to prove useful and convenient to the treasu- 

But should considerable portions of it be svon 
wanted by the general government, the deposite 
will probably occasion, to many of the states, in- 
convenience and difficulties, if not losses, in the 
management and repayment of it, more than equi- 
valent to the interest received. On the contrary, if 
much of it be not wanted for some years, or till 
after 1841, the result may be otherwise to such 
states as either need the money, or are able to en- 
ploy it beneficially. ‘The experience of this depart: 
ment has been too brief, under the constant and la- 
borious preparation, to carry into effect, in due 
time, ajl the power in the late deposite act, to 
warrant, on the present occasion, any recommen- 
dations of modifications in this particular portion of 
it. 

But it is respectfully suggested, that, though 4 
gradual investment of the surplus in existing state 
stocks would, it is believed, have produced no 
pressure in the money market, yet the embarrass- 
ment incident to the transfers ef such large sums of 
money as beeame necessary, in order to divide it 
seasonably among a greater number of banks. 48 
well as among the different states, and the con- 
sequent temporary withdrawal of considerable por- 
tions of it from immediate use, are embarrassments 
inseparable from the provisions and faithful execu- 
tion of the law in its present form. Though they 
constitute only a portion of those evils which now 
afflict the commercial community, and have been 
mitigated in their operation by this department, 
wherever practicable, they could not be wholly 
obviated, without departing entirely from the duties 
imposed by the law. 

mmediately after its passage, steps were taken. 
as required by congress, to commence a reduction 
of the deposites, which had then accumulated 1n 


certain banks beyond three-fourths the amount of 


their capitals, and at the same time to have some 
portion of the anticipated surplus taken from states 
where its accumulation had been large or incon- 
venient, and placed, before the first of January 
next, in states where enough had not before been 
deposited, and where suitable banks existed willing 
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to receive it. These steps will be more fully de- 
tailed in a subsequent part of this report. All the 
ayments to the several states for the whole year 
are expected to be mare punctually at the times 
required. But it will be necessary, from the mode 
of keeping public accounts, to take the current 


c statement of the treasurer on the Ist January next, 
qs the guide for the supposed amount in the treasu- 
- ry which is required to be + gan among the 


states, and one quarter of it 


e deposited on that 
day. By pursuing any other course, an unavoido- 


’ ple delay of weeks, if not months, would be neces- 
sary in making the preliminary arrangements for the 
first payment. But that statement seldom differs 


ynore than a few hundred dollars from the result as 
ascertained on subsequent settlement; and hence, 
its amount, independent of unavailable funds, and 
what is held for the ane office and patent office, 
and in varions official trusts, will be deemed the 


true sum intended by congress as subject to appor- 


tionment, after deducting five millions, unless in 


- the mean time the department shall be otherwise 
| directed by that body. 


The whole sum to be deposited with the states, 


' will, on these principles, and according to present 
_ appearances, range between thirty-five and thirty- 
aight millions of dollars, and exceed somewhat 


120,000 to each electoral vote in each of the 
twenty-five states now in the union; Michigan, 


- from the language of the act, not being considered 


as yet entitled to an apportionment under it. Three 
states have already signified their willingness to re- 
ceive the money on the terms proposed, and it is 


expected that several more will do the same before 


the first of January, and probably most of them in 
the course of the present winter. 


Leaving further suggestions on these and va- 


 yious other considerations which bear on this in- 


teresting subject, but which need not be here re- 
peated, the department will next proceed to an 


' exhibit of the manner in which this surplus, as well 


as the rest of the public money, has been kept dur- 
ing the past year, and of the detailed preparations 


' which have been made for the future custody and 


preservation of it, in conformity to the act of con- 
gress to regulate the deposites of the public money 
passed June 23, 1836, and the supplementary act 
on the same subject passed the 4th of July, 1836. 


4 6, Of the keeping of the public money, and state of 


the deposite banks. 

The money in the treasury has been safely kept 
during the year 1836. Until July last, as during 
the two previous years, it was placed in the state 
banks, selected according to the discretion of this 
department, on account of their high standing and 
favorable position for fiscal purposes, and regulated 
in a manner considered most secure to the treasury, 
and convenient to the community, as well as useful 
toall concerned. It is a source of much gratifica- 
tion to be able to add, that, while so selected and 
employed, not a single dollar was lost to the go- 
vernment by any of them, or a single failure occur- 
red to transfer promptly, and pay aut satisfactorily, 
the public money entrusted to their custody. 

Nor is it believed that the domestic exchanges of 
the country were ever lower or more regular than 
during that period; and the large amount of them 
performed by those deposite banks in ordinary pur- 
chases or discounts, equalling from one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred millions of dollars yearly, 
or near a third more than those of the same kind 
by the United States bank, while the fiscal agent 
of the government, evinced the great ability and 
usefulness of those banks on this important subject. 

But since the passage of the act of congress, 
June 23d, 1836, “to regulate the deposites of the 
public money,” most of the discretionary power 
before exercised by this department on this sub- 
ject, under previous laws and long usages, has 
been considered as no longer possessed, and va- 
tious solicitations to use it, though some of them 
were in cases of extreme hardship, could not, there- 
fore, be complied with. Relieved from great re- 
sponsibility, and in many cases from much delica- 
ey, in the exercise of it, hy the passage of that act, 
a new system, in conformity with its provisions, 
and in place of the former one, was at once com- 
inenced by this department, and has since been 
pursued with all the strictness and regularity which 
the nature of business so extensive and complicat- 
ed would permit, and at the same time with every 
indulgence and forbearance, in cases of embarrass- 
ment or suffering, which were permissible without 
a violation of law. It was necessary by the act to 
appoint anew all the former deposite banks, if they 
were to be retained in the service of the gavern- 
ment. Accordingly, the preliminary inquiries, 
rendered proper by the new law before any selec- 
tion was authorised to be made, were immediately 
instituted in every case of the former deposite 
banks; and having been satisfactorily answered, 


all of them have been reappointed, except three, 
where some formalities in their papers are not yet 
completed. 

The provision in the act which prohibits more 
public money to be left in any one bank than three- 
fourths the amount of its capital, rendered the se- 
lection of numerous new banks to receive the sums 
which the old ones were not allowed to retain, in- 
dispensable in the present overflowing condition of 
the treasury, and especially at places in which the 
capitals of the old banks were small. 

he transfer of all the money in the treasury, 
except five millions, on the first of January next, 
to be deposited in the treasuries of the several 
states quarterly during 1837, in ratable proportions, 
made it proper to select also a few other new banks 
in some of the states to receive those proportions, 
or sufficient parts of them, when they happened to 
be either collected there, or to be incidentally and 
easily transferable there. 

Thus the trouble and embarrassment of a second 
and sudden transfer in January next, and quarterly 
thereafter during the year, were often saved by 
combining in several appropriate cases the trans- 
fers ordered by congress to be soon made from 
banks having an excess, with the transfers of that 
excess to other banks in the states where it was 
tu be paid during the present year on appropria- 
tions, or the ensuing year on the apportionments 
and in which last described banks and states a de- 
ficiency existed, In this way, on several occasions, 
the opportunity has been improved, of beginning 
to perfect, gradually, and, in some degree, cotem- 
poraneously, between places near, suitable and of 
easy intercommunication, the great and difficult 
apportionment of the deposites of public money 
among several different states, as well as among 
ditferent banks. ‘The whole amount of transfers 
ordered since the first of July last, have, of necessi- 
ty, been at times very large; but many of them 
have not yet taken effect; many more are still to be 
ordered, and the whole amount necessary to accom- 
plish both objects will be less, and their operation 
easier, than if a different course had been pursued, 
and the two apportionments between the banks and 
the states, had not been united in cases where 
practicable and convenient, and where large accu- 
mulations existed on the one hand to be reduced, 
and deficiencies on the other to be supplied. Their 
union in such cases is supposed to have been spe- 
cially contemplated by congress, as explained in 
the second and supplementary deposite act passed 
in July, and, as seemed just to the several states 
which had not before enjoyed much, if any benefit 
from the deposite and use of the public money with- 
in their limits. 

Hence, while many transfers have been forborne, 
when feasible under the law, and desired from pub- 
lic considerations, connected with the great pres- 
sure in the money market, and which pressure 
they would though authorised by the acts, have se- 
verely aggravated, yet great care has been employ- 
ed not to make a single transfer, except, in the 
language of the first deposite act, “to facilitate the 
public disbursements, and to naar with the pro- 
visions of the act” or, as described more fully in 
the second act, either “to prevent large and incon- 
venient accumulation in particular places, or in or- 
der to produce a due equality and just proportion, 
according to the provisions of said act.” All the 
transfers ordered, have likewise been so modified 
in respect to time, place and business, as to pro- 
duce the least incanvenience and expense possible 
to the banks or the community, consistent with 
faithful endeavors te execute the law on both sub- 
jects reasonably and efficiently. They have been 
so conducted, as also to relieve the treasury from 
any expense whatever in a financial operation so 
large and so unusual. But in carrying out so large 
a moneyed operation as the new law demanded, 
and one neither comporting with our usual fiscal 
proceedings, nor following the ordinary channels of 
trade, it has required great caution not to create 
more embarrassment than has really occurred from 
this source, and a greater derangement in exchanges 
than actually exists. In complying with the depo- 
site act, it has already been found necessary to ap- 

oint forty-eight more banks, making on the fist 
instant, with the former ones, without their branch- 
es the whole number of eighty-one. 

The department has endeavored in these selec- 
tions to conform to the spirit of the act of congress, 
as regards their convenient location for accommo- 
dating either the collections or the disbursements 
of the public money. It has in all cases required 
the preliminary information made necessary by the 
act, It has, as enjoined, chosen at least one bank 
in every state, which had banking institutions, and 
which fastaded all except Missouri and Arkansas. 
It has obtained from each bank a written agree- 





andin every case, except four or five not deemed 
suitable, from peculiar circumstances, has received 
collateral security for the faithful fulfilment of 
these agreements, and has endeavored, from time 
to time, to make such requests on the subject of 
specie and other topics connected with their condi- 
tion, and their mode of transacting business, as 
seemed corducive to safety and public convenience. 
The names of each deposite bank, with the amount 
of public money in each, and its detailed condition, 
in all respects near the first of November, 1836, 
are exhibited in the documents annexed (E 1, 2). 
In another document (F) is presented, more fully 
and recently, the condition of those banks with this 
department, as it shows by their last returns to the 
treasurer, on the first instant, the amount of public 
money then on hand, the outstanding drafts then 


— them, and the existing transfers to and from 
each, 


A number of the states now have deposites suffi- 
cient with the accruing revenue, to meet all the 
probable demands within their limits the next 
year. But it is otherwise with several of them, 
and, where money has not yet been placed in each 
state sufficient to meet the probable amount of de- 
posites required there during the first quarter of the 
next year, for expenditure, as well as apportion- 
ment, it has been, or will be, put under orders of 
transfer, so as to reach there seasonably. 

Numerous difficult and embarrassing questions 
have arisen in the execution of the new deposite 
act, in consequence of the novelty of many of its 
provisions, and the unequal operation of others on 
some of the depositories. But where great doubts 
existed, as to the true intention of the law, the opi- 
nion of the attorney general has been taken.— 
When that opinion has been unfavorable to the 
views entertained, under the law as it now stands, 
the parties have been left, as they must always be 
in such cases, of supposed inequality and hardship, 
for resort to congress for appropriate relief. 

It is therefore sespontiealy suggested, that relief 
for the past, may be proper, in several cases which 
it is anticipated the parties interested will present 
to the consideration of congress. For the conve- 
nience of this department, it is desirable that a pro- 
vision be made for the future, that any agency 
furnishing ample security, be regarded under the 
law, as having the same separate capital where es. 
tablished, as the bank to which it belongs. 

It is further recommended, that authority be given 
to discontinue such of the newly selected banks as 
may from time to time be no longer needed for fis- 
cal er other purposes. A large portion of them, 
after the contemplated deposites are made with the 
several states, will probably, become entirely use- 
less to the treasury, while their returns and corres- 
pondents will continue to be burdensome to all con- 
cerned. 

Immediately after the passage of the law, it be- 
came the duty of this department, among other 
things, to select a sufficient number of banks ta 
hold the public money without exceeding three- 
fourths of the amount of their capitals, and one at 
least in each state having banks. As it seemed 
impossible to carry these provisions into execution 
in several of the states, unless banks should be 
selected which might possibly have issued or paid 
out some small bills after the 4th of July, and be- 
fore they had completed the agreement, and as- 
sumed the duties imposed by the act, it was 
thought that a natural construction given to this li- 
mitation in that respect would make it applicable 
only to such banks as were selected and subject to 
the law previous to that date, and that the others 
must not on a like principle make any such issues 
after their selection. This would impart a reason- 
able and practica! effect to the clause, and at the 
same time not tend entirely to defeat the operation 
of other provisions in the act. Accordingly, mi- 
nute inquiries were not instituted whether the 
banks applying to be selected had previous to their 
application issued such bills or not; but ali were re- 
quired at the time of their selection, to enter inte 
an express written agreement to conform to the 
provisions of the act, and consequently not to issue 
any while they were public depositories, Onmore 
mature reflection, doubts having arisen whether 
this was going far enough, and whether any banks 
which may have issued small bills between the 4th 
of July and their selection conld, in strict law, be 
retained, or could have been legally appointed, it 
was deemed proper to take the opinion of the at- 
torney general on this point. He confirmed these 
doubts, but recommended the submission of the 
subject to congress, before discontinuing any of the 
banks, which upon investigation might appear to 
have made such issues before entering inte the 
agreement. 

The department would, therefore, respeetfully 





ment to comply with the duties prescribed by law, 


recommend that an act be passed, sanctioning the 
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selection and continuance of deposite banks which 
may be so situated, provided such banks have not 
issued or paid out small bills after their appoint- 
ment as public depositories. 

7. Of the mint and the currency. 


On the subject of the mint and the hew coinage, the 
gratified to state that, by means of 
additional papa Fy of improvements in ma- 


department is 


chinery, and of an ample supply of metal for coin- 


ing, through the fortunate remittances to this coun- 
try of the French, Spanish and Neapolitan indem- 
nities, in gold, more money has been, and will be, 
coined during the present than in any previous year 
government. The whole 
amount from the Ist of January, 1836, to the Ist of 
November, 1836, has been in gold, $3,619,440; in 
silver, $2,877,000; and in copper, $22,634. The 
sums transferred to the mint in aid of the coinage, 
under a clause in the late deposite act, have amount- 
ed to $700,000. When the annual report of the di- 
rector is made on the Ist of January next, a more 
minute account of all his operations, with his views 
on these transfers, will be presented, accompanied 


since the foundation of the 


by such suggestions for further — on the 
subject as his experience may lead 
useful, 

The mint and its branches would, in my opinion, 
be more efficiently assisted by means of appropria- 
tions, rather than mere transfers, to vt full 
and promptly the additional coinage, which the ad- 


ditional wants of the community may from time to 


time require. The department is still convinced, 


for reasons formerly urged on the consideration of 


congress, that a gold coin of one dollar in value 
might be very convenient and useful to the public 
in many of the ordinary transactions of society.— 
The branch mints are all in progress, and will pro- 
bably be completed by June next, and their machi- 
nery at a still earlier day. The coinage in them 
can commence immediately after their completion, 
if the proper appropriations are in the mean time 
made, and the proper officers appointed. The 

eatly eaeanet quantity of gold now existing 


in the country amounts, probably, to upwards of 


$15,000,000. For this, we are chiefly indebted to 
the new valuation of our coin, though some influ- 
ence must be ascribed to the efforts made by the 
general government, and most of the states, to sup- 

ress the circulation of small bills, as well as to the 


avorable condition of our foreign exchanges since 
1834, and the policy of ordering home the foreign 
indemnities in gold, and encouraging public pay- 


ments to be, in part, made with this kind of coin. 
At this time, the abundance of gold here is such 
as to have produced increased facility in distant 
specie operations, and it is becoming more widely 
and beneficially diffused over the different sections 
of the union, to the greater accommodation of most 
classes of people, particularly in travelling and ex- 
changes, and to the permanent improvement of our 
circulating medium. The amount of gold coined 
since the new valuation in 1834, has been near 
$10,000,000, and has exceeded by one or two mil- 
lions the whole amount coined in the thirty-one 
previous years which had elapsed, after the mint 
went into operation. The amount coined during 
the past twelve months alone is greater than that 
during the whole of the first sixteen years after its 
establishment. Another important and gratifying 
consequence which has resulted principally from 
the present policy and system as to the currency, 
has been, that, of all the gold coined before August, 


1834, amounting to about $12,000,000, probably | 
not $1,000,000 then remained in the country, of 


that small amount only a very diminutive portion 
was in active circulation. 


Indeed before 1834 our coinage of gold was of 


little benefit except to purify and prepare the bul- 
lion for exportation and for the use of foreign mints. 

But the great mass of near $10,000,000, since 
coined, undoubtedly remains in the country, and 
an increased and increasing proportion of it, is in 
active and convenient circulation. To promote this 
desirable end, a larger portion than usual of quar- 
ter eagles has been recently struek, and the whole 
number of gold pieces of every kind made since 
the beginning of the present year is about 1,000,000, 
and almost equals the entire number coined during 
the whole forty years previous to the new coinage. 


the country, during the last three years, is highly 
gratifying, as an earnest of a more solid basis toa 
paper circulation already too large in proportion, 
and as a security not only to those classes who are 
most safe in the employment of a metallic currency 
for all common purposes, but to the banking insti- 
tutions themselves in periods of panic and unfavor- 
able balances in fereign trade. The whole specie 


in the country in October, 1833, when the public ; 


deposites were removed from the United States 
bank, did not probably exeeed $30,000,000, and the 


im to consider 





portion of this in banks is not supposed to have ex- 
ceeded $26,000,000; while now the whole specie in 

the country probably excecds $73,000,000, and of 

that the portion in banks is believed to be over 
_ montane leaving $28,000,000 in active circula- 
ion. 


The paper circulation within the above period, 
has also been greatly and unfortunately enlarged.— 
From about $80,000,000, which was then the sup- 
posed aggregate after deducting the large amount 
of $20,000,000 for notes held in different banks, it 
has weer J risen, and chiefly within eighteen 
months past, to about $120,000,000. But this in- 
crease, though great, it will be seen is not half so 
great a relative increase as has taken place in the 
whole specie in the country, nor quite as great as 
has happened in the specie in the banks alone.— 
Computing that the paper in active circulation in 
the United States has generally averaged about two 
to one of specie on hand in the banks, and was, in 
October, 1833, about three to one, or near 50 per 
cent. over the usual proportion, the comparative 
amounts of specie at the several returns, from 
1833 to 1836, presented a very favorable change, 
had become greater than the usual proportion, and 
even now, in all the banks, taken as a whole, are 
somewhat improved since 1833. But they have 
much deteriorated the last year and a half. Again: 
While the amount, as well as proportion of specie 
in the country, is munch greater than it was two 
years ago, and the proportion is ample for the paper 
circulation in several of the banks and states, yet it 
is manifest that many institutions in other states 
have of late departed more widely from the proper 
and safe proportions than their peculiar location or 
advantages for business, however favorable, might 
warrant on sound banking principles. As some il- 
lustration of the general changes on those points 
since 1833, the following brief exhibit in round 
numbers, and in a tabular form, prepared partly 
from actual returns, and partly from estimates, may 
be useful. 





Paper in| Specie in: 








Dates. active circu-\aclive cir-'| Specie in 
: ; banks. 
lation. culation. 
Near. 
October, 1833, 80,000,000; 4,000,000 25,000,000 


1 January, 1834,| 76,000,000|12,000,000 27,000,000 
1 January, 1835,) 82,000,000|18,000,000) 43,000,000 
1 January, 1836,|108,000,000) 23,000,000) 40,000,000 
1 Dee’ber, 1836,/120,000,000|28,000,000\45,000,000 

Atall these periods, except the Ist of January last, 
twenty millions of paper have been computed as is- 
sued, but not in active circulation among the people, 
being held by other banks, and so far considered as 
equivalent to a deduction of a like amount from 
their own circulation, liable to be redeemed in spe- 
cie. On the Ist of January last, the amount so held 
was about thirty-two millions; and in July last the 
active paper circulation was also probably some 
millions larger than it now is. This exhibit makes 
the whole active circulation of both pa er and spe- 
cie, about $6 50 per head of our w ae estimated 
population in October, 1833; about $6 50 in Janu- 
ary, 1834; about $7 in January, 1835; about $8 50 
in January, 1836; and near $10 at the present time. 

















‘Though this is a less proportion of circulating 


medium than is now usual in the countries of Eu- 
rope, which are most commercial, and where spe- 
cie is more used than bills, yet it is a larger ratio 
than has ever been supposed to be necessary in the 
United States, considering the character of two or 
three millions of our southern population. The 
average here has usually been about $6 per head. 
Nor has the amount ever before 1811 been suppos- 
ed much to exceed $5, and at no time since has ex- 
ceeded about $7 per head, except under the exces- 
sive paper issues towards the close of the late war, 
by which, in 1816, it was estimated to have reach- 
ed $11 per head. 

While our country has, of late years, become 
more commercial and wealthy, and has a larger 
portion of specie in use, which circumstances would 
somewhat increase the necessary and proper amount 
of circulation per head, it has, as counteracting 
causes to these, greatly increased in the ease and 


binage. | quickness of communication, whether by mail or 
The change in the amount of specie of all kinds in | 


otherwise, and in the use of bills of exchange and 
drafts, instead of money, for distant operations.— 
Hence our circulation, during the past twelve 
months, at $8 50 and $10 per head, is deemed ex- 
cessive, and as in 1816, one great cause of the ex- 
orbitant prices which have prevailed in relation to 
almost every article, as well as of the extraordina- 
ry propensity to overtrading and speculation which 
has pervaded almost every section of the country. 
It is true that during a few months — the paper 
portion of our circulation has, as before sugested, 
been considerably reduced; but till that, with our 


— 








ay 


present large amount of specie in circulation added 
falls as low as about $7 per head, or the bank notes. 
to about $80,000,000, instead of $120,000,000, the 
currency may be considered as too redundant, anq 
in an unnatural and inflated condition. The credit 
system has not only undergone an unusual expan. 
sion among individuals and states, but it has, by 
means of these inordinate paper issues, penetrate 
more deeply than is safe into the whole currency of 
the country, and rendered that which, as money, js 
and should be deemed the substitute or antagonist 
of credit, dependent too much on eredit itself, ang 
subject to many of the dangers and fluctuations jy, 
value inseparable from mere credit, rather than pos- 
sessing the intrinsic and uniform value attached io 
specie. 

This condition is believed to have been produced 
chiefly by numerous incorporations of new banks, 
without suitable legal restrictions, in many states, 
on the amount either of discounts or of paper issued, 
in proportion to the specie on hand; and by the ex. 
cessive demands for money, thus tempted and sti- 
mulated, to aid an unusual number of extravagant 
adventurers in lands, stocks and trade. 

These, acting together, and in some degree in. 
fluencing and exciting each other, have induced 
many banks to hazard unreasonable and indiscreet 
issues, as well as loans, to supply the wants of such 
an extraordinary crisis, and ‘whieh there is good 
reason to believe, (however large a proportion of 
specie fortunately exists in the country, and which 
may tend sooner to avert the usual evil consequen- 
ces from the above state of things), will produce 
much distress, embarrassment and ruin, before this 
specie can be duly equalized, the excesses of paper 


many 


sufficiently curtailed, and the exorbitant discounts 


gradually lessened to their safe and proper limits. — 
This increase of about forty millions or one-third 
of the paper circulation in a year and a half, isa 
sudden and great fluctuation, which never could 
occur in a currency entirely metallic, and which 
would probably during the past year, as in 181), 
have been much greater, had not the larger prepor- 
tion of specie now in the country, and the increas- 
ing disuse of small bills, operated strongly as pre- 
ventive checks. 

But even now the excess has been sufficient to 
constitute the chief cause for the artificial augmen- 
tation in prices, an unnatural stimulus to specula- 
tion, and a rapid vascillation in the regular modes 
of doing business, which cannot, under sound views 
of political economy, be too greatly deprecated, or 
their recurrence too carefully guarded against.— 
These sudden and great vibrations in the value of 
property, labor and debts, however produced, or 
however flattering to many at first, are in the end 
dangerous to all classes, as well as ruinous to com- 
merce, and every species of regular industry. 

But should paper issuea, according to auticipa- 
tion, continue to be reduced, as during the four 
months past, by the natural and conservative reac- 
tion of commercial causes, ai home and abroad, and 
by the general, wise and increasing discontinuance 
of the use of small bank notes through state legis- 
lation, and provisions of a similar character and 
tendency by congress, as at the last session, in the 
general appropriation act, and in the deposite law, 
and by the diminished receipt of all bank notes, 
the last few months at the different land offices for 
the sales of the public domain, a sounder and less 
artificial state of things will ere long return. 

The prospect on the subject of the currency is, 
therefore, on the whole, becoming more satisfacto- 
ry, even without further legislation. But if all the 
states would unite in repressing entirely the circu- 
latiun of small notes, and in rigidly restricting all 
paper issues, so as not in any case to exceed three 
to one of speeie on hand, which would be about 
two of paper in active circulation to one of speci¢ 
on hand, and would add a few judicious limitations 
on the amount of discounts as compzred with the 
capital and deposites, and on the safe kind of secu- 


rity to be taken for them, with the requirement of 


frequent publicity of their condition in detail, and 
of rigid accountability to periodical examinations 
by legislative authority, the time is not distant 
when our currency would become quite stable.— 
Indeed, it deserves consideration, whether, under 
such cireumstances, the whole monopolies of bank- 
ing might not, with public advantage, be entirely 
abolished, and the banking privilere, under the 
above general restraints, securities, limitations and 
requirements, might not, particularly if the personal 
liability of the stockholders is superadded, safely be 
thrown open to all. 

A larger amount of tax or bonus to the states 
would probably be thus collected, without any in- 
crease in the usual rate; and, it is believed, that the 
interest now paid by borrowers, would by these 
changes become at an early day sensibly reduced. 
But without the most careful and rigid restrictions, 
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such a measure in this country, whatever may have 
peen its operations elsewhere, would, under our 


different institutions and habits, probably increase, 


rather than diminish, any existing evils in the cur- 


| yency- 


It is conceded that these disproportionate issues 


; by panking institutions, are, in fact, much more fre- 


uent in regions where the number of banks is small, 


| ¢han where it is large, provided their charters be 
similar, in omitting prudent limitations. Because, 
- in the former case, there is less vigilance, caution 


and correction, produced by the jealousies and in- 
terests of rival institutions to prevent excessive is- 


' sues, and irregular and dangerous discounts. 


But the tendency to excessive trading, excessive 


 eredits, and rash enterprises, is so strong, and some- 


times ungovernable, in individuals, and in some re- 
speets equally, or more so in corporations, as to en- 
danger the stability of both banks and business, un- 


Jess the power to manufacture paper money is care- 


fully restricted and wisely regulated. The present 
amount of bank capital, as well as its increase for 


- some years past, is another kindred topic of some 


interest. But space does not exist on this occasion, 
for its full exposition, and at the same time, it is not 
very alarming, except where it h.s been authorised 
without proper limitation on paper issues, and with- 
out other prudent bank restrictions. 

The whole bank capital in active operation, is 
computed to have been over 

$200,000,000 in 1833-4. 
231,000,000 in 1834-5. 
250,000,000 in 1835-6. 

And near fifty millions more has been authorised, 
most of which is supposed not yet to be in full ope- 
ration. 

More facts will be exhibited on these points, and 
particularly on the amount of bank capital in each 
state, in a special report, soon to be presented from 
this department to congress, concerning the detailed 
condition of the state banks near the Ist of Janua- 
ry, 1836. 

Had it not been for large sales of American stocks 
abroad, and the very high prices given there for our 
principal staples, a demand for specie, for export, 
would doubtless have arisen ere this from our over- 
trading, and have greatly enhanced the present dif- 
ficulties which some of the banks now experience 
chiefly from the great excess of paper in circula- 
tion. The comparative value of specie being re- 
duced by such excesses, the evil would have been 
still more aggravated, if those excesses had not be- 
come somewhat diminished, and specie had not be- 
come in greater demand here, in consequence of 
the circular, as to the kind of money receivable for 
the public lands, issued by direction of the presi- 
dent in July last. This demand has contributed to 
retain and diffuse it wider, and to make its great and 
early export less probable, than it otherwise would 
have been. ‘The other objects of that circular were 
gradually to bring back the practice in those pay- 
ments to what was deemed to be the true spirit, as 
well as letter of our existing laws, and to what the 
safety of the public money in the deposite banks, 
and the desirable improvement of our currency, 
seemed at that time to unite in rendering judicious. 
The reasons, more in detail, for the measure, are 
contained in the document itself, of which a copy 
isannexed. (G). Our moneyed operations have 
also been somewhat affected by a few difficulties 
abroad, in the nation with which our commercial 
intercourse is greatest, and whose monetary sys- 
tem of late years, often beating with a pulse like our 
own, is under influences nearly corresponding. 

Since 1833 the paper circulation in England is 
supposed to have increased over sixteen millions 

of dollars, while the specie possessed by the banks 
has diminished over twenty-three millions. The 
Whole circulation of private banks, joint stock 
banks, and the bank of England, is now probably 
about $152,000,000 of paper to less than 26,000,000 
of specie on hand; whereas in 1833 it was only 
about 137,000,000 to 50,000,000 of specie, or now 
from five and six to one, but then only two and three 
toone. Consequently, an alarm and pressure have 
arisen there, which are operating unfavorably here, 
though they have arisen not so much from an exces- 
sive amount of both the paper and specie currency 
united, as from the greatly increased disproportion 
being quite doubled between the paper issues and 
the specie on hand by all the banks, What portion 
of their paper was, or is now, held by each other, 
is not known; but as the bills of the bank of En- 
gland are a tender by all the private and joint stock 
banks, the amount is probably large. Their bank- 
ing system, as a whole, with every supposed bene- 
fit to be derived from a national bank, is believed 
to be under much more defective regulations, as 
to excessive issues, excessive discounts, and secre- 
cy of condition and proceedings, than is our own 
in most of the states of the union. Indeed so un- 


destructive to property or life. 





satisfactory has been its operations, that they have 
recently become the subject of parliamentary in- 
quiry, which it is proposed to resume and push 
much further at a subsequent session. 

§. Land office. 

Immediately after the passage of the law at the 
last session, reorganizing the general land office, 
some doubts arose whether it still remained attach- 
ed to the treasury department, and the opinion of 
the attorney general was taken on the question. In 
consequence of his opinion, that the supervision 
over its concerns remained here, and of the direc- 
tion of the president of the United States, under 
whose pe that law now places all the affairs of 
the general land office, steps were taken by me to 
carry it into immediate effect. 

The result thus far has been a sensible diminu- 
tion in the pressure of the business of that office; 
a better system of supervision and despatch for most 
of it, and much less delay in completing titles to 
the public domain. Should the sales not continue 
very large during a few ensuing years, it is believed, 
that the whole arrearages of ) he rane can be dis- 
posed of, and the promptitude in all its future ope- 
rations secured, which is so immediately important 
to the great western and south western sections of 
the country, and more or less beneficial to all, as 
well as creditable to the administration of the go- 
vernment. The report of the commissioner will 
speedily be laid before congress in a separate com- 
munication and contains many suggestions, which 
seem to deserve careful attention. 

9. Miscellaneous. 

Great inconveniences have been sustained in many 
parts of the country, by an omission to repeal or 
modify the provisoes in the tariff act of 1832. 

A detailed report on this subject has once been 
submitted by this department; and the interests of 
the community, connected with the articles of hard- 
ware, affected by these provisoes, and convenience 
in the execution of the revenue laws, appear to re- 
quire the earliest attention of congress to the sub- 
ject. The revision of the present system of com- 
pensation to custom house officers, with the various 
changes in our collection laws, heretofore recom- 
mended in connection with that revision, is deemed 
very important to the mercantile community, as 
well as to the treasury, and at the same time to the 
just and rateable compensation for arduous and re- 
sponsible duties to many collectors, and other offi- 
cers who are now inadequately paid, while some re- 
ceive an amount disproportioned to their situation 
and labors. 

In connection with this subject, and in addition 
to former recommendation to congress, as well as 
the valuable report on the safety of steam boilers, 
submitted at the last session from the Franklin in- 
stitute, it seems proper to urge earnestly for consi- 
deration the necessity of some provision for the 
more careful management of steamboats navigated 
under papers from the custom houses—subjecting 
their commanders, and in suitable cases their own- 
ers, to the forfeiture of their papers, and other se- 
vere penalties, in cases of carelessness or neglect, 


not yet finally legislated on, the department would 
earnestly, but respectfully, present again te its at- 
tention. Among them may be more partienlarly- 
mentioned the reorganization of this department, 
and the change of the commencement of the fiscak 
year and of the annual Con pment 

Several other subjects have received proper at- 
tention, which are connected with the official du- 
ties of the treasury, or have been specially devolv- 
ed on its charge; such as the repairs of the bridge 
across the Potomac, the survey of the coast, and 
the manufacture of weights and measures, not only 
for the different custom houses, but for each state 
in the union; the appropriate sites for new marine 
hospitals, the practices pursued in other countries 
as to the transportation of their poor citizens hither, 
who have been burthensome for their maintenance, 
a digest of the returns and condition of state banks 
near January first, 1836, the sums disbursed under 
each appropriation made the present year, and more 
detailed exhibits of all the contingent expenditures 
of the department. 
The most important of these will at an early day 
be made the subjeet of separate cominunications. 

All whieh is respeetfully submitted by 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 

Hon. Jas. K. Polk, speaker of the house of reps. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 
NAVY. 
Navy department, December 3d, 1836. 
To the president of the United States: 

Str: In presenting for your consideration at this 
time the condition of our navy for the passed year, 
I am enabled to assure you that since my report of 
the 5th of December last, there has been an increas- 
ed activity in the construction and equipment of 
vessels at our navy yards, and in the movements of 
our ships and squadrons at sea and on foreign sta- 
tions. 

The Columbia, a frigate of the first class, has 
been finished, launched and nearly completed for 
sea. 

The brigs Dolphin and Porpoise have been built, 
launched and fitted for sea. 

The frigate Macedonian, of the second class, has 
been finished, launched and equipped for sea; and 
she is now receiving her crew, as the ship of the 
commanding officer of the South Sea exploring ex- 
pedition. 

The two barks, Pioneer and Consort, and schoon- 
er Pilot, have been built, launched and so far equip- 
ped, as to be ready for receiving their crews. 

The store-ship Relief, has been finished, launch- 
ed and ogame, and is now receiving her stores. 

The repairs of the ship of the line North Carolina 
have been completed, and she is equipped and fit- 
ted for sea, and is now under sailing orders tor the 
Pacific station. 

The repairs of the razee Independence have been 
completed, and she is now nearly equipped for sa, 

The ship of the line Delaware has been placed in 
dry dock, and her repairs commenced. 

The ship of the line Columbus, has also been put 








The security of the public money would be pro- 
moted in many cases, by requiring bonds from dis- 
trict attorneys through the hands of some of whom 
large sums pass, in collections, without any colla- 
teral obligations being given for the indemnity of 
the United States, as required in most analogous 
cases of public officers. 

The act in respect to insolvent debtors, the exe- 
cution of which is placed in the charge of this de- 
partment,’expires in June next, and the propriety 
of the further continuance of its provisions is sug- 
gested to congress. 

The four first instalments due, under the French 
treaty, have been paid in Paris, since my last an- 
nual report. The sum claimed by our agent, and by 
this department, exceeds that paid by the Frenc 
government, in the amount of more than a mil- 
lion of francs, and the difference is now, the sub- 
ject of correspondence and negotiation. What was 
actually paid has been remitted to this country 
in gold, and divided among the claimants. From 
the rates of exchange and price of gold, it was 
deemed most advantageous to the claimants to have 
it sent home in that form, though a direction was 
subsequently given to substitute bills of exchange 
or other modes of remittance, if more profitable, but 
which the agent did not find it expedient or bene- 
ficial to do. 

The third instalment of the Neapolitan indemnity, 
and the first payments due on the inscriptions un- 
der the treaty of indemnity with Spain, have also 
been since discharged with punctuality, and remit- 
ted here in a similar manner under similar instruc- 
tions. 

Various other topics suggested in the two last 
annual reports to the consideration of congress, and 





into dry dock, and her repairs commenced. 

The repairs of the ship of the line Ohio, have 
been commenced and considerably advanced. 

The repairs of the sloops of war Falmouth and 
Fairfield, have been completed. 

The sloop of war Natchez, and schooner Gram- 
pus, have been repaired and equipped for sea. 

The labor upon the ship of the line Pennsylvania, 
has been resumed, with a view to her completion; 
and she will probably be ready for launching in the 
early party of next summer. 

The steam vessel building at New York, is so far 
completed as to be ready for the reception of her 
engines and machinery; in procuring which, there 
has been some unavoidable delay. It was desira- 
ble to secure the services of the most able engineer 
in the United States, to superintend the construc- 
tion of the engines and machinery of this, as well 
as other steam vessels proposed to be built for the 
service of the United States. Efforts have been 
made to secure the services of such an engineer, 
but without success. The first attempt to procure 
the requisite engines and machinery, by contract, 
by advertising for proposals, proved abortive; as the 
lowest offers for the boilers and for the engines, 
were made by different persons; and the person of- 
fering for the engines, declined the contract, because 
he could not also have the contract for the boilers. 
Arrangements, however, have been since made for 
procuring the engines and boilers wanted; and the 
vessel will probably be ready for service in the 
course of next summer. 

For a detailed statement of the condition of our 
vessels on the stocks, as well as those afloat at our 
navy-yards, and the means of completion, as well as 
repair, I beg leave to refer to the reports of the 
commissioners of the navy board, herewith submit- 
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ted, marked H and J; and for the amount of timber, 
iron and other materials, procured for the gradual 
improvement of the navy, I refer to their report, 
marked L, 

Much has been done ix advancing the works and 
improvements hitherto authorised at the different 
navy yards, except at that of Pensacola, The 
works and improvements for which appropriations 
have been made at that yard, have been delayed 
until a permanent plan for the same, after a due ex- 
amination of a board appointed for that purpose, 
could be adopted. 

‘Since my last annual report, the following ves- 
sels have been employed iu the Mediterranean: the 
frigates Constitution, United States and Potomac; 
the sloop of war John Adams, and the schooner 
Shark; the ship of the line Delaware having been 
withdrawn from that squadron, and the frigate U. 
States added to it, within the present year. 

The frigate Potomac having been employed on 
that station for upwards of two years, has been or- 
dered home, with instructions to run down the coast 


of Africa, and visit the settlements at Cape Mesu- 


rado, “iy Palmas and Bassa Cove; thence, to pro- 
ceed to 

with the commander of our squadron there, to re- 
turn to Norfolk. 

In the West Indies, the frigate Constellation, the 
sloops of war Vandalia, St. Louis, Concord, War- 
ren, Boston and Natchez, and the schooner Gram- 
pus, have been actively employed. The Warren 


sailed for that station the latter part of December 


Jast, and has returned within a few days to Norfolk 
for repairs; and when these shall be completed, she 
will rejoin the squadron. 

The Concord sailed from Portsmouth, N, H. the 
27th of February last. 
July last, from Boston. The Natchez from New 
York on the 4th of August, and the schooner Gram- 
pus on the 10th of Apri] Jast. All these vessels, 
except the Warren, are now on that station, 

The brig Porpoise has been employed in convey- 
ing the commissioners appointed under a resolution 
of the senate, directing an examination of the har- 
bors south of the Chesapeake bay, with a view to 
their fitness for the purposes of a navy yard. She 
is daily expected at Norfolk, after which it is in- 
tended that she shall sail as soon as conveniently 
may be, to join the West {ndia squadron. 

n the coast of Brazil, the sloops of war Erie and 
Ontario have been employed. The Ontario return- 
ed to the United States in June last, has been un- 
dergoing repairs at Norfolk, and she is reported to 

2 in readiness for a crew, 

The brig Dolphin sailed in September last from 
New York, with instructions to proceed to the coast 
of Africa, and visit the settlements at Gambia, Bis- 
sau, Nunez, Cape Mesurado, Bassa Cove and Cape 
Palmas; thence to proceed to Rio de Janeiro, to 
form a part of the Brazilian squadron. 

In the Pacific, the frigate Brandywine, the sloop 
Vincennes, and the schooner Boxer, have been em- 
ployed. The sloop Vincennes, which previously 
to my last report was ordered to return to the U. 
States, by way of the East Indies, arrived at Nor- 
folk on the 6th of June last. The frigate Brandy- 
wine has been ordered home, and she is probably 
on her way at this time: her place will be supplied 
by the ship of the line North Carolina, now under 
sailing orders, 

In the East Indies, the sloop Peacock and schoon- 
er Enterprise have been engaged in protecting as 
well as extending our commerce. They are now 
on their return to the United States, with orders to 
visit the settlements of the American Colonization 
society on the coast of Africa, near Cape Palmas, 
Bassa Cove and Monrovia. 

Our squadrons at sea and on foreign stations, have 
afforded to our commerce all the aid and protection 
that their means would permit. 

It was believed that our commerce in the Gulf of 
Mexico, and in the West Indies, would be more 
exposed than in any other quarter. To meet the 
apprehended danger, an unusually large force has 
been placed at the disposal of commodore Dallas, 
the eammander of the West Indja station. In ad- 
dition to the vessels already stated as forming his 
squadron, three revenue eutters and three steam- 
boats have been placed under his command: and he 
has been charged with the complicated duties of 
protecting our commerce, of preventing the impor- 
tation of slaves into Texas or the United States, 
and of co-operating with the officers of the army 
and militia, in prosecuting the war against the 
Creek and Seminole Indians; in the performance of 
all which duties, his squadron has rendered the 
most essential services to the country. 

In maintaining so large a force on the West In- 
dia station, which ought to be still increased, it has 
not been in the power of this department to send to 
other stations the number of vessels which the safe- 


ty of our commerce required, and serious appre- 
hensions have been justly entertained, that our mer- 
chants might sustain heavy losses from the want of 
an adequate force on the Pacific and Brazilian sta- 
tions, especially on the latter. Although these ap- 
prehensions have not been realized, yet a due re- 
gard to the interests of commerce, and the honor of 
our country, requires that a more respectable force 
should be sent to those stations, as soon as practica- 
ble. There is no serious difficulty in sending out 
such a force, but that arising from the want of sea- 
men; and this difficulty will be in some degree ob- 
viated on the arrival of the vessels now on their re- 
turn to the United States. 

When, at the commencement of the last and pre- 
ceding sessions of congress, it was recommended 
that a considerable addition should be made to the 
number of our ships in commission, to meet the ex- 
igencies of the rapidly increasing commerce of our 
country, it was perceived that, should the measure 
be adopted, as it has been, by the liberal appropria- 


io de Janeiro, and after communicating 


The Boston on the 10th of 


tions of congress, it would be necessary to adopt, 
at the same time, measures for increasing the num- 
ber of our seamen. The most obvious means of 
accomplishing this object, was the one recommend- 
ed, of enlisting into the service of our navy, boys 
over the age of thirteen, and under the age of eigh- 
teen, until they shall arrive at the age of twenty- 
one years. A bill for this purpose has been before 
the senate for the last two sessions, which, it is con- 
fidently hoped, will become a law during the ap- 
proaching session of congress. In the meantime, 
as a larger number of seamen is required for the 
merchant service than usual, and as there is at pre- 
sent actually in the naval service of the United 
States, one-fifth more seamen than were employed 
three years ago, and a greater number than has 
been employed at any time within the last fifteen 
years, some difficulty must necessarily exist in re- 
cruiting seamen required for immediate service. 
The terms of service of the seamen on the Paci- 
fic and Brazilian stations, are about to expire— 
Those on the Pacific station have been ordered 
home, but will not probably arrive, before the mid- 
die of January next. In the mean time, the North 
Carolina is ordered to that station, requiring, imme- 
diately, a large number of seamen: and captain 
John B. Nicolson has been selected to sail in the 
razee Independence, to relieve the commander on 
the coast of Brazil, who, when relieved, will re- 
turn with the seamen belonging to his station.— 
The Independence will require a large number of 
seamen to complete her crew. Besides, it is im- 
pe that each of these ships should be attended 
y one or two smaller vessels; but this is impracti- 
cable in the present state of the service. 
It will be easily perceived, therefore, that the 
force wanted for the protection of commerce, ex- 
ceeds the means of supply which this department 
can immediately bring into operation. When, 
therefore, on the 18th of May last, it was provided 
by an amendment to the general naval appropria- 
tion bill, that the president of the United States 
should be authorised to send out a surveying and 
exploring expedition to the Pacific ocean and South 
Seas, I considered it impracticable to fit out this 
expedition in a manner to meet the views of con- 
gress, under eight or nine months, without a serious 
injury to other branches of the naval service. 
The only insurmountable difficulty, however, in 
my opinion, was the recruiting the requisite nuin- 
ber of seamen in three or four months, without in- 
terfering with arrangements already made for send- 
ing ships to the Pacific and Brazilian stations, and 
for sending an additional force to the West Indies. 
_ As, however, it was your earnest wish that the 
intentions of congress, in authorising this measure, 
should be carried into effect with the least possible 
delay, and that the expedition should be fitted out 
upon the extensive and liberal seale which the indi- 
cations of public opinion seemed to require; and as 
the officer, captain Thomas ap Catesby Jones, se- 
lected for the command of the expedition, gave as- 
surances that the difficulty of obtaining seamen 
could be obviated, by giving him power to have 
them recruited under his immediate superinten- 
dence, and for this particular service, it was deter- 
mined to make an extraordinary effort to accom- 
plish these objects. 
Every facility consistent with the rules and regu- 
lations of the navy, was afforded captain Jones for 
recruiting seamen in the manner he proposed: and 
measures were immediately adopted to have one 
frigate of the second class, one store-ship, two 
barks, and one schooner, all which he considered as 
indispensably necessary to the success of the enter- 
prise, prepared without delay. The frigate and 
store-ship, which were on the stocks when this 
measure was adopted, have been finished and equip- 





other three vessels have heen entirely built and 


— 


ped, and are now receiving their crews; and the| 
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equipped forsea. The whole have been finished in 
the most substantial manner, and adapted to the par. 
ticular service for which they are destined. These 
vessels will sail to Norfolk to complete their crews, 
take in their stores, and to await further orders. 

To prevent any delay that might arise from the 
want of mathematical, astronomical and philosophi- 
cal jnstruments, books, maps, charts, &c. required 
for the expedition, lieut. Wilkes of the navy was 
sent to Europe, and sailed from New York on the 
Sth of August last, to make the necessary pur- 
chases, in which he has been successful as to the 
greater part of the articles wanted. For some in- 
struments, however, he has been under the necessity 
of waiting until they can be manufactured. His 
return is expected about the middle of this month, 

It is believed that every mee exertion has been 
made to recruit men for this service, but without 
the anticipated success; no more than about two 
hundred, according to the returns received, being 
as yet recruited; and as captain Jones requires five 
hundred and — petty officers, seamen, ordi- 
nary seamen, boys and marines, together with 
eighty-five commissioned and warrant officers, for 
his squadyon, it is evident that a considerable time 
must yet elapse before the expedition can be ready 
for sea, 

Recruiting seamen for particular service, may be 
attended with great inconvenience, and should not 
be adopted but upon the most urgent occasion, such 
as that of the exploring expedition was conceived 
to be. If the exigencies of the government should 
require of such recruits service different from that 
for which they were enlisted, discontent, and even 
mutiny, may be apprehended. Besides, this mode 
of recruiting cannot but interfere with the recruit- 
ing for the general service; and, in the present case, 
the order to recruit for the exploring expedition, 
has made it necessary to adopt the same mode of 
recruiting for the crews of the vessels about to sail 
for the Pacific and Brazilian stations. 

Recruiting for three distinct objects of service at 
the same time, while the usual recruiting for the 
general service is continued, cannot but retard the 
whole, and compel us to keep in receiving vessels a 
much larger number of recruits, constantly dispos- 
ed to desert, than would be required if recruited for 
the general service alone. 

Although the number of recruits is small for any 
one of these objects, yet, in the aggregate, the 
number is quite as great as should be expected, 
when we consider the unusually great number of 
seainen now in the naval service of the United 
States, and the great demand for them in the mer- 
chant service. 

Although the return of the public vessels now or- 
dered to the United States, will, to a considerable 
extent, furnish men for service, yet, sending out so 
large a force as that required for the exploring ex- 
pedition, to be detained for the term of three years, 
cannot but be felt as a serious inconvenience, in fit- 
ting out the number of vessels wanted for the im- 
mediate protection of commerce. 

As it has been evident, for the last three months, 
that this exploring squadron could not be ready for 
sea before the commencement of the ek 
session of congress, nor indeed until q late period 
of the session, I have not yet attempted to organize 
a scientific corps fur the expedition. But from in- 
quiries made, [am happy to say, that in most of 
the departments of seienee, we have gentlemen 
ready and willing to embark in this enterprise, 
whose labors will reflect honor upon themselves 
and upon the country. 

From several learned and philosophical societies, 
as well as from distinguished individuals, I have 
received the most ample and satisfactory communi- 
cations; embracing all the various subjects which 
it will be necessary to give in charge to the gentle- 
men who are to conduct the scientific researches, 
which form the most important objeets of the expe- 
dition. 

These communications, so promptly and liberally 
furnished, are in the highest degree ereditable to 
their authors. 

The scientific corps may be organized as soon as 
accommodations can be afforded them in the ves- 
sels of the exploring squadron, and those vessels 
may leave their place of rendezvous at any season 
of the year when prepared for sea. 

Under the acts coneerning naval pensions and 
the navy pension fund, there are, of 


Widow pensioners 158 
Invalid pensioners 308 
Total 466 


The annual amount to pay widows, is $34,185 
. “ to pay invalids, is 23,824 


$58,009 
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The nominal value of stocks of every description 
pelonging to the fund is $1,143,638 84; of which 

41,600 is, by direction of congress, vested in the 
stock of the United States bank; and until the law 
which directs such investment shall be repealed or 
altered, this department will have no authority to 
withdraw the money, or make any different invest- 
ment of it. If permitted to continue in the United 
States bank stock, it is very probable that many 
months will elapse before any income can be deriv- 
ed from this part of the capital, and, in the mean- 
time, the pension fund may sustain a loss by the 
necessity of selling other stocks to meet the neces- 
sary disbursements. 


Of widows on the pension list, eighty-nine have 
been paid from the day of their husbands’ deaths, 
respectively; and sixty-nine have been paid only 
from the 30th day of June, 1834, as required by the 
act of congress of that date. 

Under the privateer pension fund, the number of 

ensioners is 35. 

The annual amount to be paid them is $2,766. 

The amount of stock (Maryland five per cent.) 
belonging to the fund, is $4,667 05. 


From this statement it is evident that legislative 
provision must be made for the payment of these 

ensioners when the fund shall be exhausted, which 
will probably occur before the first of January, 
1838. 

I would, therefore, respectfully suggest the pro- 
priety of making a permanent provision for the 
payment of these pensions, which by law are grant- 
ed “during disability, or during life.” 

Of the navy hospital fund, the balance on the Ist 
of October, 1835, was $52,878 79 
Payments to the fund from the Ist of 

October, 1835, to the Ist of October, 


1836 25,340 73 





$78,219 52 
Disbursements during the same period 2,502 16 





Balance on the Ist of October, 1836 $75,717 36) 





The necessary disbursements of the fund, it will 
be seen, bear but a small proportion to the amount 
of its receipts; and I therefore repeat a recommen- 
dation heretofore offered, that provision be made 
by law for investing this sur lus, in some safe 
stock, for the benefit of the fund. The documents 
hereunto annexed, marked and numbered, O No. 1, | 
toO No. 5, P No. 1, to P No. 4, and Q, furnish all | 
the information respecting those funds required by | 
the 3d section of the act of congress of the 10th of) 
June, 1832. 

I must beg leave to repeat, what I have hereto- 
fore stated, that under the act of June 30th, 1834, 
the widows of officers, seamen and marines who 
have died in the naval service since the Ist of Ja- 
nuary, 1824; or who may die in the said service by 
reason of disease contracted, or by casualties, by 
drowning, or otherwise; or of injuries received 
while in the line of duty, are entitled to pensions 
equal to half the amount of the pay to which their 
husbands respectively were entitled at the time of 
their deaths. 

The act of the 3d of March, 1835, “to regulate 
the pay of the navy of the United States,” and 
which increased the pay of rma of the officers, is 
silent as to pensions. A difficulty arises in ascer- 
taining the proper amount of pension to be allowed 
to the widows of naval officers, whose pay has been 
increased by this act. 

The pay of a captain in command of a squadron 
on a foreign station, was increased to four thousand 
dollars a year; when on other duty, to three thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, and when off duty, to 
two thousand five hundred dollars. A correspond- 
ing increase of pay is made to other officers. 


In the case, for instance, of a captain dying 
when in command of a foreign station, a question 
arises whether his widow shall receive a pension 
to the amount of six hundred dollars a year, to 
which she would be entitled if the act increasing 
the pay had not passed; or whether she shall re- 
ceive the half of the amount to which her husband 
was entitled as commander on a foreign station, as 
a captain on other duty, or as a captain off duty.— 
Like difficulties occur with respect to the widows 
of other officers. 

The necessity of an explanatory act, to obviate 
these difficulties, was respectfully suggested. The 
subject received the attention of both houses of 
congress, but no final action was had upon it. The 
question remaining unsettled, creates much embar- 
rassment in this department. 

That the widow of a captain who for years has 
commanded on foreign stations, but has returned to 





death, shall receive but little more than half the 

ension she would be entitled to had her husband 
tied a few weeks or days sooner, is evidently un- 
just. Nor is it just that the widows of captains 
who died of wounds received in battle or otherwise 
in the late war, should receive pensions of but a 
little more than half what might be awarded to the 
widows of captains dying since the third of March, 
1835. 

The rank of the officer, it is respectfully sug- 
gested, should regulate the amount of pension to 
the widow, rather than the accidental circumstance 
of service at the time of his death. 

In my last annual report, I stated that previously 
to the passing of the act of the 30th of June, 1834, 
for the better organization of the United States 
marine corps, double rations had been allowed to 
the commandant of the corps, and to the officers 
of the same, commanding at the navy yards at 
Portsmouth, Boston, N. York, Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington, Norfolk and Pensacola; and to the senior 
marine officers in the squadrons in the Meditera- 
nean, the West Indies, the Brazil coast, and the 
Pacific ocean, all receiving the sanction of con- 
gress by their appropriations. By this act, the 
officers of the marine corps are to receive the same 
pay emoluments and allowances as are given to 
officers of similar grades in the infantry of the army. 


The act of the 16th of March, 1802, fixing the 
military peace establishment of the United States, 
authorises allowances to the commanding officers 
of each separate post of such additional number of 
rations as the president of the United States shall 
from time to time direct. 


These provisions of this last act were continued 
by an act of the 3d of March, 1815, fixing the mi- 
litary peace establishment. 

The paymaster of the marine corps made pay- 
ments for double rations to officers heretofore re- 
ceiving the same, from the first of July, to the 
30th of September, 1834; but the accounting offi- 
cers of the treasury did not think proper to allow 
the same, inasmuch as the commands of these 


commodore Alexander J. Dallas, and captain W. 
C. Bolton, aided by a competent engineer, to ex- 
amine the navy yard at Pensacola, and to prepare 
plans for the improvement of the same. These 
commissioners have completed their examinations 
and plans, the result of which will be submitted to 
you in a separate report for your consideration and 
approval. 


_ Under the act of the 30th of June, 1834, authoris- 
ing the secretary of the navy to make experiments 
for the safety of the steam engine, and appropriat- 
ing five thousand dollars for that purpose, the me- 
morial of John C. F. Salomon, presenting a plan of 
a steam boiler, composed of inverted arches, which 
he has invented, and which he considers as su- 
perior to the common cylindrical boiler, was re- 
ferred to me by the house of representatives. 

On the assurance of Mr. Salomon that the sum 
of four hundred dollars would be amply sufficient 
for making all the experiments necessary for test- 
ing the value of his alleged improvement, I direct- 
ed that sum to be expended in making and prepar- 
ing two boilers, under his immediate superintend- 
ence. One of a common cylindrical boiler, the 
other upon his plan of inverted arches. Experi- 
ments were made upon these boilers in Februa 
last, near the eastern front of the capitol, in the 
presence of a large number of the members of con- 
_ and others, but without any satisfactory re- 
sult. 


Mr. Salomon requested me to make further ex- 
rye: upon these boilers, which I declined, 

ut permitted him to have the use of the boilers 
for making such experiments as he might think 
proper; so that, if there is any value in his alleged 
improvement, he has the means of showing it at 
the public expense. 


The sum of $519 75 was heretofore expended 
under this act in testing Mr. Phillips’ supposed 
improvement in steam boilers, as stated in my last 
+ eg which, added to the sum expended on 

r. Salomon’s supposed improvement, amounts to 





officers had never been designated as separate sta- 
tions, agreeably to the rule prescribed for the army. 

This is a case of difficulty, which, itis respect- 
fully suggested, requires legislative interposition. 
This subject received the favorable consideration, 
but not final action, of congress at their last session. 
It is confidently hoped, that the claims of this corps 
will receive the early attention which their ne- 
cessities require, and to which they are entitled 
by their merits—merits which are much strength- 
ened by their patriotic conduct, in volunteering 
their services in a campaign against the Creek In- 
dians, in which they have distinguished themselves 
by their zeal and perseverance in the duties assign- 
ed to them. As, however, they have been attached 
to the army, while on this campaign, their merits 
will more appropriately receive the notice of the 
war, than of the navy department. 


In obedience to the resolution of the house of 
representatives of the 3d of March last, requiring 
a course of experiments to be instituted, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the efficiency, and testing 
the safety, of the medium or light guns of the navy, 
and of comparing their effects with the guns for 
which they were proposed to be substituted, a 
board of commissioners has been appointed, con- 
sisting of commodore “Charles Morris, commodore 
Daniel T. Patterson, commodore Thomas ap Ca- 
tesby Jones, captain William B. Shubrick, and 
captain Lawrence Kerney, to make the course of 
experiments required. Several officers have been 
detailed to co-operate with them, and very extensive 
preparations have been made near Old Point Com- 
fort, to have the experiments made in the most 
complete and satisfactory manner. As soon as the 
proper experiments can be made, the results will 
be reported to the house of representatives. 


By your directions given under a resolution of 
the senate of the United States of the 24th of May 
last, that the executive be requested to cause to 
be made the necessary examinations and gots 
of the several harbors south of the mouth of the 
Chesapeake bay, and a report of the comparative 
facilities and advantages of the same, for the es- 
tablishment of a navy yard, a board has been con- 
stituted, consisting of commodore M. T. Woolsey, 
captain Alex. Claxton, and master commandant 
E. R. Shubrick, who were sent out in the brig 
Porpoise, under the command of lieutenant Wm. 
Ramsay, to make the required examinations and 
surveys. After having made those examinations 
and surveys, the commissioners have returned to 
New York. Their report will, as soon as receiv- 
ed, be communicated, as required by the resolu- 
tion. 

By your directions, also, a board has been con- 





his country, and not on duty at the time of his 


stituted, consisting of commodore Charles Stewart, 


$919 75, leaving an unexpended balance of the ap- 
propriation of $4,080 25. 

By the statement marked W. hereto annexed, 
it will appear that of the appropriations heretofore 
made for the suppression of the slave trade, there 
remains in the treasury a balance of $11,413 58. 

The necessary references to papers and docu- 
ments connected with this report, will be found 
in a schedule hereunto annexed. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

MAHLON DICKERSON. 





TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

December 12. Mr. Black, senator from Missis- 
sippi; Mr. Tallmadge, senator from New York; and 
Mr. Webster, senator from Massachusetts, appeared 
to-day and took their seats. 


A message, of an executive character, from the 
oe of the United States, was received by the 
ands of Andrew Jackson, jr. his private secretary. 


Mr. Ewing, on leave, introduced the following 
joint resolution, to rescind the treasury order of the 
11th of July, 1836, and to prohibit the secretary of 
the treasury from designating what species of funds 
shall be received in payment for the public lands; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


Resolution to rescind the treasury order of the 
eleventh day of July, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-six, and to make uniform the cur- 
rency receivable for the public revenue. 
Resolved by the senate and house of representatives, 

&c. That the treasury order of the eleventh day of 

July, anno domini one thousand eight hundred and 

thirty-six, designating the funds which should be 

receivable in payment for public lands, be, and the 
same is hereby, rescinded. 

Resolved, also, That it shall not be lawful for the 
secretary of the treasury to delegate to any person, 
or to any corporation, the power of directing what 
funds shall be receivable for customs, or tor the 
public lands; nor shall he make any discrimination 
in the funds so receivable, between different indivi- 
duals, or between the different branches of the pub- 
lic revenue. 

Mr. Tipton, on leave, also introduced a bill, set- 
ting apart certain lands, west of the Mississippi, 
for the occupation and perpetual possession of the 
Indians. Read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. 
Benton: 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of abolish- 
ing the present copper coinage of the United States, 
and of substituting therefor a coinage of mixed me- 
tal, compounded of copper and silver, and called in 
the French mints dillon; also, that the said commit- 











Bi 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—DEC. 17, 1886—CONGRESS. 








ttee inquire into the expediency of directing a gold 
‘coin of the value of one dollar to be stamped at the 
mint ef the United States. 

Mr. Benion called up the resolution he had offer- 
ed on Thursday last, respecting an alteration in the 
mode of prinfing ‘the annual report from the treasu- 
Ty 02 commerce and manufactures. 

Mr. Knight moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out al! after the word “resolved,” and in- 
serting— 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives, 
‘That the annual statement of the commerce and 
navigation of the United States be hereafter print- 
ed under the direction of the secretary of the trea- 
sury, and communicated as soon as possible after 
the commencement of each stated session of con- 
gress, and that said statement be printed in the 
same form and at the same price as the ordinary 
printing of the two houses of congrese; that the 
same number of copies as are usually printed be 
furnished for the purpose of binding and distribu- 
tion, and that five thousand additional copies be 
equally distributed te the members of the senate 
and house of representatives. 

Mr. Benton said that, on looking further into the 
existing law providing for the printing of this docu- 
ment, he had become convinced that some such 
modification of the resolution was necessary as had 
now been proposed. The only objection he had to 
it related to the five thousand additional copies to 
be printed for the senate; he thought this number 
larger than necessary, and proposed that it be re- 
duced to three thousand. 

Mr. Knight assenting, the resolution was so mo- 
dified accordingly, and in this form it was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

A message was received from the house of re- 

resentatives, through Mr. Franklin, their clerk, 
informing the senate that the house had passed a 
joint resolution for the appointment of a committee 
on the library, and had appointed a committee on 
their part. ‘The senate concurred in the resolution. 

The senate next, on motion of Mr. King, and in 
accordance with the order of Thursday last, pro- 
ceeded to ballot for a secretary of the senate in place 
of Walter Lowrie, esq. resigned. 

‘On the first ballot, Mr. Asbury Dickens received 
20 votes; hon. Arnold Naudain, late of the senate, 
18; scattering 3; 21 being necessary to a choice. 

On the second ballot, Mr. Dickens received 21; 
Mr. Naudain 18; Mr. Bryan 1, 21 being necessary 
to a choice. 

Mr. Dickens was accordingly declared to be duly 
elected secretary of the senate. 

The senate proceeded to ballot for the chairmen 
of their several standing committees. 

The several elections resulted as follows: 

Mr. Buchanan, chairman of the committee on fo- 
reign relations, by 21 votes. 

Mr. Wright, chairman of the committee on fi- 
nance, by 20 votes. 

Mr. King, of Alabama, chairman of the commit- 
tee on commerce, by 20 votes. 

Mr. Niles, chairman of the committee on manu- 
factures, by 22 votes. 

Mr. Page, chairman of the committee on agricul- 
ture, by 21 votes. 

Mr. Benton, chairman of the committee on mili- 
tary affairs, by 26 votes. 

Mr. Wall, chairman of the committee on the mi- 
litia, by 19 votes. 

Mr. Rives, chairman of tle committee on naval 
affairs, by 20 votes. 

Mr. Walker, chairman of the committee on pub- 
lic lands, by 21 votes. : 

Mr. Linn, chairman of the committee on private 
land claims, by 21 votes. 

Mr. White, chairman of the committee on Indian 
affairs, by 29 votes. 

Mr. Hubbard, chairman of the committee of 
claims, by 19 votes. 

Mr. Brown, chairman of the committee on revo- 
lutionary claims, by 18 votes. 

Mr. Grundy, chairman of the committee on the 
judiciary, by 21 votes. 

Mr. Robinson, chairman of the committee on the 
post office and post roads, by 22 votes. 

Mr. Hendricks, chairman of the committee on 
roads and canals, by 21 votes. ’ 

Mr. Tomlinson, chairman of the committee on 
pensions, by 31 votes. ; 

Mr. Kent, chairman of the committee for the 
District of Columbia, by 19 votes. 

Mr. Morris, chairman of the committee on en- 

rossed bills, by 25 votes. 

The election of the remaining members of the 
committee was deferred until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Tipton, of Indiana, it was 

Resolved, That, in memory of the late hon. Mr. 
Kinnard, a member of the house of representatives 
from the state of Indiana, the members of the se- 


his argument. 
portance of the subject, and the state of the public | ings—Messrs. Darlington, Hazletine, Pearce, of R. § 











nate wear crape on the left arm for the space of 
thirty days. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

December 13. Asbury Dickens was sworn, and 
entered on the duties of secretary of the senate. 

A report was received from the secretary of the 
navy, of the disbursements which had been made 
froin the appropriations for that department, at the 
last session. 

Mr. Grundy, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill supplementary to 
the act to amend the judicial system, which was 
read and ordered to asecond reading. [This bill 
adds two associate justices to the supreme court, 
and makes a new arrangement of the circuits—Ma- 
ryland and Delaware are constituted the fourth dis- 
trict. | 

Tie resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Benton, 
on the subject of a new mixed copper and silver 
coinage, and a gold dollar currency, was taken up 
and agreed to. 

The senate proceeded to the unfinished business, 
being the election of standing committees, when 
the following were elected: 

Foreign relations—Messrs. Buchanan, Tallmadge, 
King of Ga. Clay and Rives. 

Finance—Messrs. Wright, Webster, Cuthbert, 
Nicholas and Benton. 

Commerce—Messrs. King, of Ala. Davis, Linn 
Brown and Ruggles. 

Manufactures—- Messrs. 
Hubbard and Preston. 

Agriculture—Messrs. Page, Morris, Kent, Mc- 
Kean and Clay. 

Military affairs—Messrs. Benton, Preston, Tipton, 
Wall and Ewing, of Ill. 

Militia—Messrs. Wall, Hendricks, Swift, Ewing, 
of Ill. 

Naval affairs—Messrs. Rives, Southard, Tall- 
madge, Cuthbert and Nicholas. 

Public lands—Messrs. Walker, Ewinz, of Ohio, 
King, of Ala, Ruggles and Fulton. 

Private land clains—Messrs. Linn, Porter, Bay- 
ard, Preston and Sevier. 

Indian affairs—Messrs. White, Swift, Tipton, 
Linn and Sevier. 

Claims—Messrs. Hubbard, Tipton, Prentiss, Crit- 
tenden and Ewing, of Ill. 

Revolutionary claims—Messrs. Brown, White, 
Hubbard, Crittenden and Niles. 

Judiciary—Messrs. Grundy, Crittenden, Morris, 
King, of Ga. and Wall. 

At this stave of the balloting, the senate adjourn- 


Niles, Morris, Black, 
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be assigned to enter upon its discussion. He pro 


posed Monday next. 
a few words of reply to some remarks of Mr. RB 
ton, assented; and the resolution was according} 

made the order of the day for Monday next. Th. 
joint resolution introduced some days ago by My 
Benton, providing for the earlier preparation of the 
annual report on commerce and manufactures, Was 
read a third time, and passed. When the Senate 
adjourned. 


en- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, Dec. 12. The appointment of the fo). 
lowing committees, made by the speaker since the 
last adjournment, was announced by the journal. 

On elections—Messrs. Claiborne, of Va. Griffin 
Hawkins, Burns, Kilgore, Buchanan, Maury, Boy4 
and Young. 

Of ways and means—Messrs. Cambreleng, Mc. 
Kim, Loyall, Corwin, Johnson, of Tenn. Smith 
Lawrence, Ingersoll and Owings. 

On claims—Messrs. Whittlesey, of Ohio, For. 
rester, Grennell, Davis, Taliaferro, Chambers, of 
Ky. Darlington, Graham and Russell. 

On commerce—Messrs. Sutherland, Pinckney 
Pearce, of Rhode Island, Gillett, Phillips, Johnson, 
of Lou. Ingham, Cushman and McKeon. 

On public lands—Messrs. Boon, Williams, of N. 
C. Lincoln, Casey, Kennon, Dunlap, Chapman, 
Harrison, of Missouri and Yell. 

On the post office and post roads—Messrs. Con. 
nor, Briggs, Laporte, Hall, of Vermont, Cleveland, 
French, Shields, Hopkins and Kilgore. 

On the District of Columbia—Messrs. W. B. 
Shepard, Heister, Bouldin, Washington, Lane, Ro. 
gers, Fairfield, Moore and Claiborne, of Mississippi. 

On the judiciary—Messrs. Thomas, Hardin, 
Pierce, of N. H. Robertson, Peyton, Toucey, Mar. 
tin, Vanderpool and Ripley. 

On revolutionary claims—Messrs. Muhlenberg, 
Crane, Standefer, Turrill, Beaumont, Craig, Chapin, 
Underwood and Weeks. 

On public expenditures—Messrs. Page, Clark, 
McLene, Mason, of Maine, Leonard, Haley, White, 
Pierson and Chetwood. 

On private land claims—Messrs. Carr, Galbraith, 
Patterson, Chambers, of Penn. May, Huntsman, 
Lawler, Slade and Garland, of La. 

On manufuctures—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Denny, 
McComas, Webster, G. Lee, Granger, Bynun, 
Fowler and Whittlesey, of Con. ‘ 

On agriculture—Messrs. Bockee, Bean, Shinn, 
Deberry, Bailey, Logan, Phelps, Effner and Black. 





ed. 

December 14. Mr. Calhoun, of S.C. appeared 
to-day in his seat. 

After the presentation of a number of petitions 
and resolutions, chiefly of a private or heiealaieaees 
ter, Mr. Morris, on leave, introduced a bill to pro- 
hibit the sales of public lands, except to actual 
settlers and in limited quantities—which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Some other preparatory business was next trans- 
acted, which will be noticed in its progress, when 
the chair presented a cominunication from the war 
department, with a report of the chief engineer and 
colonel of ordnance, on the subject of fortifications 
and armories, which was referred to the committee 
on military affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Rives, that part of the presi- 
dent’s message which relates to Mr. Madison was 
referred, together with the documents, to the com- 
mittee on the library. 

The senate then resumed the balloting for the 
remaining members of standing committees not yet 
filled up, and the result was as follows: 

On the post office and post roads—Messrs. Robin- 
son, Knight, Grundy, Brown and Niles. 

On roads and canals—Messrs. Hendricks, Mc. 
Kean, Robinson, Nicholas and Page. 

On pensions—Messrs. ‘Tomlinson, Prentiss, Hub- 
bard, Morris and Sevier. 

On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Kent, King, 
of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Buchanan and Ni- 
cholas. 

Ov engrossed bills—Messrs. Morris, Page and 
Fulton. 

Joint committee on the library—Messrs. Robbins, 
Preston and Wall. 

The joint resolution offered by Mr. Ewing, of 
Ohio, on the subject of rescinding the treasury or- 
der requiring specie in payment for the public lands, | 
then coming up in order, 


On Indian affairs—Messrs. Bell, McCarty, Eve- 


| rett, Ashley, Haynes, Hawes, Chaney, Montgomery 


_ 


and Garland of Va. 

On military affairs—Messrs. Johnson, of Ky. 
Ward, Thompson, of Ohio, Punch, McKay, <An- 
thony, Mann, of New York, Coles and Glascock. 

On the militia—Messrs. Glascock, Henderson, 
Wm. K. Fuller, Wagner, Calhoun, of Mass. Joshua 
Lee, of New York, Carter, Graves and Holt. 

' On naval affairs—Messrs. Jarvis, Milligan, Lan- 
ang Reed, Grayson, Parker, Wise, Ash and Grant- 
and. 

On foreign affairs—Messrs. Howard, Cramer. 
Hamer, Allan, of Ky. Parks, Cushing, Jackson, of 
Geo. Dromgool and Rencher. 

On the territories—Messrs. Patton, Potts, Brown, 
Pickens, Pearce, of Md. Hall, of Maine, Johnson, 
of Va. Boyd and Miller. 

On revolutionary pensions—Messrs. Wardwell, 
Lea, of Tenn. Lay, Jones, Storer, Morgan, Klin- 
gensmith, Bond and Fry. 

On invalid pensions—Messrs. Beal, Schenck, Tay- 
lor, Harrison, of Penn. Doubleday, Hoar, Howell, 
Jenifer and Williams, of Ky. 

On roads and canals—Messrs. Mercer, Vinton, 
Lucas, Reynolds, of Illinois, Steel, Calhoon, of 
Ky. Evans, MeKennon and Hard. 

[The following committees, appointed at the last 
session, being committees of the whole house, still 
exist, viz: 

Committee on expenditures in the state depariment— 
Messrs. A. H. Shepperd, Calhoun, of Mass. Hunt, 
Morris and Sickles. 

Commiitee on expenditures in the treasury depart- 
ment—Messrs. Allen, of Vermont, Harper, Spang- 
ler, Russell and Barton. 

Committee on expenditures in the war depariment— 
Messrs. Jones, of Ohio, Johnson, of Va. Love and 
Hubley. 

Committee on expenditures in the navy depariment— 





Mr. Ewing addressed the senate at considerable 
length in support of the resolution. Mr. Benton| 
expressed his intention to reply at length, but wish- 
ed further tice to obtain some official returns, and | 
other statements, which he wished to employ in| 
Mr. Webster adverted to the im- 


Messrs. Hall of Maine, Sloane, Seymour, Pettigrew 
and Mason, of New York. 

Commitiee on expenditures in the post office depart- 
ment—Messrs. Hawes, Burns, Childs, Bailey and 
Reynolds, of New York. 


mind in regard to it, and hoped an early day would| I. Galbraith and Beale. 
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| of the secretary of the treasury on the subject of the 


| lag out the committee of ways and means, and in- 
» Said the question involved in the resolution was a 
| &teat solicitude as to the reference, he thought the 
Which bore greatly on the interests of the agricul- 
' tural community, he thought it would be best to re- 


| those interests. 


| Was agreed to. 


| of necessity that this resolution should be referred 
blic build- F 


) and far from requiring expedients or inquiries relat- | 





NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—DEC. 17, 1836—CONGRESS. 








acca 





Among the petitions presented this day, was one 
by Mr. Adams, from 8. Brainerd and eleven hun- 
dred other citizens of Boston, praying for a repeal 
of the duties on foreign coal, which he moved be 
referred to the committee on manufactures. 

Mr. Patton thought that, inasmuch as petitions 
of a similar import had already been referred to the 
committee of ways and means, it would be well 
that this petition, also, should take a similar re- 
ference. : 

Mr. Adams, said that he considered these peti- 
tions, of which there would probably be a great 
number, as materially affecting the whole question 
of the tariff, and, consequently, the whole manu- 
factures of the country. He did not wish to enter 
into any debate on the subject at this time, but he 
moved that the question on the reference be taken 
by yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, Mr. 
Lincoln, of Mass. (who had presented a petition of 
similar import, from sundry citizens of that state, 
which had been referred to the committee of ways 
and means), rose, and proceeded to state that, if the 
reference proposed by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr. Adums), was presisted in, his 
(Mr. L’s) memorial would be placed in a very 
awkward situation. Mr. L. was goingon to examine 
the propriety of the respective references proposed, 
when 

The speaker said that under the 45th rule of the 
house, the subject could not be debated on the 
same day on which the petition was presented, and 
that it would come up first in the order of business 
to-morrow morning. 

So the subject was postponed accordingly. 

After the petitions and memorials presented, 
were disposed of the following resolves were of- 
fered: 

By Mr. Jarvis—Resolved, That the secretary of 
the navy be directed to furnish this house with the 
names of the officers of the navy who have, during 
the year 1836, received orders for service, and who 
have asked to be excused, together with the reasons 
oifered by them for such indulgence. [Lies over 
one day}. 





ing to an increase of it. He also deemed it to be a 
desirable thing that importations from all countries 
should be made as free as possible, and even with- 
out duty. But (Mr. R. observed) representing as 
this house did the interests of the whole country, 
we were bound to examine into the subject. He 
was therefore of opinion that the whole ques- 
tion should be referred to the committee on agricul- 
ture, as being the most apprepriate for its conside- 
ration, and because the whole agricultural interests 
of the country were concerned in this question.— 
It is true (observed the honorable member) that 
this is a year, it may be almost said, of famine, 
such as has not been known for twenty years: but, 
notwithstanding, it must not be lost sight of that 
the most important interests were in direct opposi- 
tion to this proposition. He concluded by propos- 
ing as an amendment that the resolution be referred 
to the committee on agriculture. 

A division took place, when there appeared for 
the amendment 87, against it 58. So the amend- 
ment was carried. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams proposed as an amendment, to 
insert the words “also foreign coals, salt and iron.”’ 
“Sugar” was also proposed to be inserted at the 
suggestion of a member. 

A debate was about to spring up on this question, 
when a motion was made to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject to Monday next; which 
motion was carried. 

The presentation of resolutions in the order of 
states was then continued, of which a further ac- 
count shall be given. 

[One of these resolutions, moved by Mr. Mercer, 
of Va. was in the following terms: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to report a bill to amend the 13th sec- 
tion of the act of the last session of congress, enti- 
tled “an act to regulate the deposites of the public 
money,” by releasing the several states which may 
receive any part of the surplus revenue of the 
United States, in pursuance of that act, from any 
obligation to return the same. 

Atter some brief discussion, a motion was made 
to lay the resolution on the table; which was decid- 


By Mr. iverett—Resolved, That the committee | ed in the affirmative—yeas 126, nays 73.] 


on revolutionary pensions be instructed to inquire | 


into the expediency of extending the benefit of the | 


3d section of the act entitled ‘‘an act granting half’ 


pay to widows or orphans, where their husbands 
and fathers have died of wounds received in the mi- 
litary service of the United States, in certain cases, 


and for other purposes,” to all widows of revolu- | 


tionary pensioners, so far as to allow them half the 
pension to which their husbands were entitled.—_ 
Agreed to. 
By Mr. Gillet—Resolved, That the committee on | 
the public lands inquire into the expediency of so 
altering the laws relating to bounty lands as to al- 
low those entitled to them to locate on any public 
lands subject to entry or private sale, or to receive 
land scrip in lieu of bounty in land. Agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Camdreleng, the annual report 


! 





finances, together with the estimates for the year 
1837, was referred to the committee of ways and 
means. 


Various additional resolutions were offered; 

And, at 3 o’clock, on motion of Mr. Pinckney, 
the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 18. On motion of Mr. Loyall, the 
house resolved itself into a committee of the whole 
on the state of the union, (Mr. J. Q. ddams in the 
chair. 

On Sela of Mr. Loyall, the several portions of 
the message were, as usual, referred to appropriate 
standing committees. 

Mr. Dixon H. Lewis moved to refer to a select 
committee that portion of the message which em- 
braces the topics of indemnity to citizens for Indian 
depredations, and compensation for individual pro- 
perty taken in Alabama and Georgia for public use. 

After some conversation, in which Messrs. Lewis, 
Bell, Glascock, Williams, of N. C. and others took 
part, the resolution was modified by striking out 
the former subject, and was then agreed to. 

Mr. Underwood moved to refer so much of the 


| message as relates to an amendment of the consti- 


Mr. Childs offered a resolution granting the use | tution in reference to the election of president and 


of the hall to the American Colonization society on 
the evening of Tuesday next. Mr. C. asked for 
the yeas and nays on this motion, which the house 
reused to order. And the question having been 
taken by a division, the resolution was adopted— 
ayes 91, noes 59. 

On motion of Mr. Hard the usual resolution for 
the election of chaplains was adopted. 

The following resolution was also presented: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of im- 
mediately abolishing the duties upon foreign grain, 
or bread strif’s of all kinds. 
_ Mr. Reed moved to amend the resolution by strik- 


sertiny the committee on agriculture. Mr. Fry 
Plain matter of fact, and that, though he had no 
one proposed by himself was the most appropriate. 
Mr. Reed thought that,as the question was one 
fer it to the committee having the special care of 


The question on the amendment was then taken 
and carried—ayes 87, noes 67. So the amendment 


Mr. Reed observed that there existed no manner 


to the committee of ways and means, since every 
body is well aware that. the revenue is sufficient, 





vice president, to a select committee of nine. His 
object, he said, was to ascertain whether it was the 
intention of the house to act on those topics at this 
session. 

After some conversation the motion was agreed 
to. 
Mr. Carter, of Tennessee, asked a select com- 
mittee on so much of the message as relates to the 
compensation of the Tennessee volunteers lately in 
the service of the United States but at present dis- 
banded. 

Mr. Carter then stated that these men supposing 
themselves enlisted for twelve months, had sold 
their crops and abandoned their usual business, and 
encountered much exposure. If they were not 
suitably compensated, and without delay, the go- 
vernment might in vain invoke their aid on any fu- 
ture emergency. 

After a little discussion the subject was referred 
to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Wise otfered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That so much of the president’s mes- 
sage as relates to the condition of the executive de- 

artments, the ability and integrity with which they 
hove been conducted, the vigilant and faithful dis- 
charge of the public business in all of them, and 
the causes of complaint from any quarter, and the 


manner in which they have fulfilled the objects of | 


their creation, be referred to a select committee, to 
consist of nine members, with power to send for 

ersons and papers, and with instructions to inquire 
into the condition of the various executive depart- 
ments, the ability and integrity with which they 





have been conducted, into the manner in which the 
public business has been discharged in all of them, 
and into all causes of complaint from any quarter 
at the manner said departments, or their business, 
or officer, or any of their officers, or agents of any 
description whatever, directly or indirectly, con- 
nent with them in any manner, officially or unof- 
ficially, in duties pertaining to the public interest, 
are fulfilled, or failed to accomplish the objects of 
their creation, or have violated their duties, or have 
injured or impaired the public service or interest, 
and that said committee, in its inquiries, may refer 
to such periods of time as to them may seem expe- 
dient and proper. 

Mr. Wise commenced his remarks in support of 
the above motion, by an illusion to the fact that 
this was the last annual message of Andrew Jack- 
son, whose character and course of life, from his 
earliest youth, he proceeded to trace, and in glow- 
ing terms of commendation up to the time of his 
accession to the presidency. He then noticed the 
principles upon which general Jackson came into 
office, as an advocate of retrenchment and econo- 
my: and a scourge to office holders, in consequence 
of which he was borne along upon the flood-tide of 
prosperity. He professed the most pure and stoical 
democracy, and was buoyed up by the affections of 
his people. But he found that he had enemies to 
punish and friends to reward. He was beset with 
servile tools, who ineulcated in him the maxim 
that “‘to the victors belong the spoils.” The pro- 
scription policy was established and fully carried 
out, and the people it was contended, supported 
and approved its course. 

Mr. Wise then passed to general Jackson’s 
course in regard to the senate; to the destruction 
of the independence of congress by base bribes to 
its members, administered through executive ap- 
pointments to office; to the extravagance and 
wastefulness of the public expenditures; to the 
seizure of the public money, and the usurpation by 
the president of royal prerogatives—in all which it 
was claimed that the people supported him. 

What the last message of a president to a people 
thus constant and confiding ought to be, he went 
on to portray and to put in contrast with what the 
message was. He asserted however that the docu- 
ment did not come from the president, who had 
ever since his return been too sick to write or dic- 
tate it. The compliment to the ability and integrity 
ot the officers of the department was, he contended, 
gratuitous and unfounded. Complaints had been 
made against some of these officers which it was 
the duty of the house to investigate. He had there- 
fore submitted the resolution. The resolution was 
agreed to; 86 to 78. 

The house then adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec.14. The speaker laid before the 
house a communication from the first comptroller 
of the treasury, transmitting a statement of unset- 
tled accounts, or accounts on which balances have 
been due for three years prior to the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1836, on the books of the second auditor 
of the treasury. 

On motion of Mr. E. Whittlesey, the same was 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Loyall, the house proceeded to 
the consideration of the resolutions reported yester- 
day from the committee of the whole, on the state 
of the union, referring the various parts of the pre- 
sident’s message to the appropriate committees. 

Mr. 4. Mann moved that the resolutions be read, 
and that the question be taken conjointly on all of 
them, except such as might be excepted to by any 
member; which motion prevailed. The resolutions 
were then read, and the house concurred with the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
except those numbered 3, 12 and 15, which were 
excepted on the suggestion of different members. 
The third resolution was read as follows: 

3. Resolved, That so much of the said message as 
relates to the finances and every thing connected 
therewith, the safe keeping of the public moneys 
and every thing connected therewith, and the bank 
of the United States, including the stock in that in- 
stitution, be referred to the committee of ways and 
means. 

Mr. Adams moved to amend this resolution by 
inserting after the words “as relates to the finances, 
and every thing connected therewith,” the words 
‘cexcept so much thereof as relates to the protective 
duties, and every thing connected therewith,” and 
then to add to the end of the resolution the follow- 
ing words: ‘Resolved, That so much of the said 
message as relates to the protective duties, and eve- 
ry thing connected therewith, be referred to the 
committee on manufactures.” 

This proposition gave rise to a discussion of 


| tmauch interest, a report of which we are reluctantly 


compelled to postpone until next week. The result 
was that Mr. 4dams’ motion was referred to tie 
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committee on manufuciures, leaving the terms of re- 
solution three otherwise to stand as they are. 

The 12th resolution which is as follows, was 
agreed to. 

12. Resolved, That so much of the said message 
as relates to amending the constitution of the Unit- 
ed States, together with all propositions and reso- 
lutions submitted at the last and present sessions of 
congress, proposing amendments to the constitu- 
tion, be referred to a select committee, to be com- 
posed of nine members. 

When the 15th resolution was reached, being that 
offered yesterday by Mr. Wise relating to the ad- 
ministration of the executive departments, Mr. 
Pearce, of R. I. moved an adjournment, which was 
carried. 

THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate—Mr. Rives presented the crenden- 
tials of Richard E. Parker, senator elect from Vir- 
yinia; and Mr. Brown the credentials of Robert 
Strange a senator elect from North Carolina.— 
Messrs. Strange and Parker appeared, were quali- 
fied and took their seats. 

Mr. Webster presented two petitions signed by a 
great number of persons praying for a reduction of 
the duty on coal, and expressed an opinion that un- 
less the duty on that article was to be considered a 
part of the general system of protection, it ought 
to be reduced, or, perhaps, repealed altogether.— 
The memorials were then referred to the committee 
on manufactures. 

A number of petitions were presented, among 
them one by Mr. Davis from Richard D. Tucker 
and other importing merchants of Boston, praying 
that the fifth section of the act of 1832 may be re- 
pealed, and the system of credits restored in the 
collection of the customs as provided for by the 
law of 1518; also, that the duties in relation to 
- entitled to debenture be further modified.— 

eferred to the committee on finance. 

Mr. Fulion presented the following memorials 
from the legislature of Arkansas, viz: 

1 Asking congress for additional fortifications 
for the defence of the southern states; 

2. Praying pre-emption floats to certain classes 
of settlers; 

3: Praying pre-emption rights on certain unsur- 
veyed lands of the United States; 

4. Praying that the refuse public lands in Ar- 
kansas might be granted to settlers or to the state; 

5. Praying the removal of obstructions to the na- 
vigation of Black, White and Third rivers, in Ar- 
kansas; 

Together with several others, the description of 
which was not distinctly heard. 

Mr. Robinson presented the following resolution, 
and moved its immediate consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be instructed to inquire into the 
cause of the destruction by fire of the building in 
which were kept the general post office, the city 

post office and the patent office. 

Mr. Clay suggested whether it would not be ex- 
pedient to invest the committee with power to send 
for persons and papers, so far as there might be any 
papers remaining. 

Ir. Robinson said the idea of the committee was 
that the proposed committee of inquiry should pro- 
ceed in the duty assigned them till they should find 
it necessary to send for persons and papers, when 
they could readily ask and obtain the requisite 
power. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Several gentlemen gave notice of their intention 
to introduce bills, and a number of private bills 
were read a second time, when, on motion of Mr. 
Grundy, the senate proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business; and when the doors were 
opened adjourned to Monday. 

In the house of representatwes. On motion of Mr. 
Connor, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be instructed to inquire into the 
causes of this morning’s conflagration of the general 

ost office building, and also to inquire what losses 
ae been sustained by the government, and whe- 
ther any and if any, what legislation is rendered 
necessary by such conflagration. 

After the transaction of some business of minor im- 

ortance, the house resumed the consideration of the 
15th of the resolutions, (Mr. Wise’s) reported by the 
committee of the whole on the 13th inst. on the pre- 
sident’s message. Mr. Dutee J. Pierce was entiled 
to the floor, and addressed the house at considerable 
length in opposition to the resolution. He con- 
cluded by moving to amend the said resolution by 
striking out all after ‘“‘resolved,” in the said resolu- 
tion, and inserting the following: that so much of 
the president’s message as is in the following words, 
to wit: “Before concluding this paper, I think it 


‘amounted to 1,132. 





due to the various executive departments to bear 
testimony to their presperous condition, and to the 
ability with which they have been conducted. It 
has been my aim to enforce in all of them a vigilant 
and faithful discharge of the public business; and it 
is gratifying to me to believe that there is no just 
cause of complaint from any quarter at the manner 
in which they have fulfilled the objects of their 
creation”—be referred to a select committee of 
nine members, with instructions to inquire into any 
specific causes of complaint which may be alleged 
—— the integrity of the administration of any 
of the departments or their bureaus, or the vigilance 
and fidelity with which their duties have been dis- 
charged, and that said committee have power to 
send for persons and papers. 


The subject was further debated by Messrs. Pey- 
ton, Glascock, Ripley, A. Mann and Underwood. 


Mr. Lane then moved that the house adjourn, but 
yielded the floor to enable Mr. Briggs to offer the 
following additional resolution: 

Kesolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be authorised to send for persons and 

apers, in ae ae into the causes of the burn- 
ing of the post office building. 


The resolution was adopted; and thereupon, on 
motion of Mr. .4. Mann, the house adjourned. 


DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 
The Hudson river is greatly obstructed with ice, 
and the navigation to Albany is prosecuted with 
great difficulty. 


Public sale of lands in Ohio ceded by the Wyan- 
dots. A proclamation of the president has been 
issued, directing the sale in April next of the tract 
of land in Ohio which was ceded to the U. States, by 
the treaty of the 23d April last, with a band of the 
Wyandot Indians. By the stipulations of the trea- 
ty in question the proceeds of these sales will be 
paid over to the Indians, and do not go into the 
treasury of the United States. [ Globe. 


Fire at Quebec. There was a most calamitous 
fire at Quebec on the 24th ult. which destroyed a 
large number of houses and a vast amount of pro- 
aoe It was supposed to be the work of an in- 
cendiary. Another fire broke out on the 29th ult. 
which threatened serious injury—but two or three 
houses having been pulled down, its progress was 
arrested. 





The number of vessels which arrived at Quebec 
froin sea, this season, is 1,185, being an increase of 
53 over the last year, when the total of the arrivals 
The excess of tonnage, for the 
present year, is also considerable. 


A praiseworthy example. The underwriters at 
Philadelphia have fitted out the well known pilot 
boat William Price, with pilots, and a good supply 
of provisions, for the purpose of cruizing off the 
coast for inward bound vessels. She is to cruize 
until the 10th of March next. 


American enterprise in Egypt. As a proof of the 
high estimation in which the mechanical genius 
of our country is held in the dominions of the 
pacha, an advertisement is now in course of publi- 
cation by several of the New York papers, requir- 
ing mill wrights and engineers, “to fit up and 
manage a steam rice mill in Egypt; also a cotton 
seed oil mill.”” The advertisement adds—*none 
but native Americans, of good character, §c. will be 
engaged,”” 

The great match race. The match, $5,000 aside, 
between Hickory John and Miss Medley, was run 
over the Lafayette course at Augusta, on the 6th 
inst. and won by the former in two heats with ease. 
The time is differently reported. The Chronicle 
makes it 7m. 56s.—8m. 4s. and the Sentinel 8m. 
14s.—8m. 4s. Betting in favor of Hickory John at 
odds. The turf was wet and heavy, in consequence 
of the rain, which fell considerably before and dur- 
ing the race. 


Execution of Indians. Columbus, ( Geo.) Dec. 1. 
Six Creek Indians were hung in Gerard, Alaba- 
ma, on Friday last, convicted at the last term of 
Russell superior court for murder, &c. The Indian 
who killed young Fannin some months ago, and a 
chief, were included in the number. The chief de- 
clared that the others were innocent, but that he 
was guilty of the charges preferred against him; he, 
however, acted in accordance with instructions giv- 
en him by Neah-Emarthla and Neah-Micco, who 
it will be recollected have been permitted to go un- 

unished, and are now safely and quietly reposing 
in the forests of Arkansas. They met their fate 
with what might be termed true Indian philosophy, 
having sung several songs and given the well known 
“whoop” before taking the fearful leap. We have 
been told by those who witnessed the scene, that it 
was one of an affecting character, and well calcu- 


ne ne, 
ita, 


lated to draw forth the sympathies of the white 
man in behalf of those deluded and unhappy peo. 
ple. 


Mail lost. A Charleston, (S. C.) paper of the 
30th ult. says—We learn with much regret that the 
northern mail, due here on Wednesday last, eon. 
ara without doubt, the letters for this city 
brought by the 24th of Oct. Liverpool packet ship 
Roscoe, was lost in Dee Dee swamp, and the driver 
having it in charge unfortunately drowned. Since 
the above was in type we learn that the mail has 
been recovered. 


John Randolph’s will. The «rgument in this case 
before the court of appeals of Virginia, was closed 
by John R. Cook, esq. on Friday the 9th inst. The 
decision of the court is not expected for some weeks. 


A life spar has been invented by a Mr. Armstrong 
of New York, which would be of great service jp 
case of shipwreck. It is twenty feet long and thir. 
ty six inches in circumference, of a cylindrical 
orm, composed of the strongest twine duck, and 
covered between its lining and exterior with India 
rubber. It can be inflated with ease and transport- 
ed with little effort, and when placed in the water 
will support twenty-five persons. 


The stage robbery, near Gettysburgh. The York 
(Pa.) Republican states that Blumer, the young 
man who was arrested at that place, on the charge 
of robbing a feilow passenger of $15,000, and taken 
to Gettysburgh for trial, has been discharged by the 
court of Adams county, on giving bail in the sum 
of two thousand dollars, for his appearance at the 
January term of that court. 


Ink, composed of sulphate of iron and an acid, 
can be removed from paper if placed between two 
sheets of copper. The fact was discovered in con- 
sequence of a Hindoo, at Calcutta, having placed a 
quantity of notes on the bank of Bengal in a copper 
box, by which the signatuyes, after a time, were 
entirely effaced. I1e demjnded specie for them, 
when the bank, in consegtience of their not having 
signatures, reused fo pay them on the ground that 
they were not issued by the institution; but on re- 
ferring to their record, and trying the effect of cop- 
per by placing common writing between sheets of 
that metal, they admitted they were genuine and 
paid them accordingly. 


Honesty of the Indians. Mr. Catlin says, in one 
of his interesting letters lately published, that the 
first proposition made by the Indians in every trea- 
ty that he had ever attended, was that the govern- 
ment should pay the requisite sum of money to sa- 
tisfy all their creditors, who were then present, and 
whose accounts were handed in, acknowledged and 
admitted. 


Finances of Virginia. According to the account 
of the auditor transmitted to the general assembly 
on the 5th inst. the condition of the finances was as 
follows: 

The balance in the treasury on Oct. 1, 

1835 
Receipts during the year ending on 

Sept. 30, 1836 


$118,253 07 


433,614 85 





551,867 92 


Expenditures 530,895 17 





$20,972 75 


Large yield. Mr. Israel Rogers, residing near 
Niles, Mich. raised nearly half a bushel of potatoes 
from the seed of a single potatoe ball which was 
buried last winter; the largest potatoe weighing a 


pound. 


Price of porl. The Cincinnati Evening Post of 
the 3d inst. says—As we predicted, sellers have 
given way, and the market is pretty brisk at five 
dollars. We think it probable that it will suffer a 
still further decline to four or four and a half.— 
Live hogs are extremely abundant in the country 
and the price must come down. 

We hail this “retrograde” in the price of pork, 
as an indication of a general decline in the price of 
edibles of every description, which were recently 
selling at prices varying from one-half to one-third, 
demanded at this period last year. 


Georgia. Colonel J. C. Alford has been noml- 
nated by the state rights party of Georgia, a candi- 
date for congress to supply the vacancy in the 
delegation of that state, occasioned by the resigna- 
tion of colonel ‘Towns. 


The citizens of Norfolk with great unanimity 
have recommended in public meeting that the cor- 
poration of the borough subscribe $400,000 to the 
Roanoke, Danville and Junction rail road, and that 
they petition the legislature to sanction the same 





by enactment. 
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